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SPECIAL  TOWN  MEETING  TO  BE  HELD  DECEMBER  4 


The  Sheffield  Board  of  Selectmen  has  called 
a  special  town  meeting  to  be  held  at  Mt.  Ev- 
erett High  School  on  Mon.,  Dec  4,  at  7pm. 

The  warrant,  or  agenda,  for  the  meeting 
is  expected  to  include  a  dozen  or  so  "articles" 
for  townspeople  to  vote  on,  some  proposed 
by  the  Board  of  Selectmen  and  some  by  the 
Planning  Board.  At  press  time,  the  final  text 
of  the  articles  was  still  being  finalized. 

The  Board  of  Selectmen  will  vote  on 
which  articles  it  will  include  at  its  Nov. 
6  meeting.  One  possible  article  concerns 
funding  for  building  the  new  Senior  Center 
to  be  built  off  Route  7  on  land  donated 
to  the  town  by  the  American  Legion  (the 
final  decision  about  whether  it  would  be 
this  meeting  or  a  future  meetinig  was  to 
be  made  after  we  went  to  press).  Another 
would  increase  the  number  of  members 
of  the  Council  on  Aging  to  nine,  at  the 
Councils  request. 

There  are  also  likely  to  be  articles  to 
make  supplemental  appropriations  to  the 
towns  budget.  One  would  fund  an  increase 
in  the  building  inspector's  hours.  Another 
would  fund  maintenance  and  utility  costs 
for  the  American  Legion  Hall  in  keeping 
with  the  agreement  for  the  sale  of  the  land 
for  the  Senior  Center.  The  last  supple- 
mental appropriation  would  be  to  fund  a 


personal-property  appraisal  consultant  for 
the  Assessors. 

At  its  Nov.  14  meeting  the  Planning 
Board  is  expected  to  endorse  six  warrant 
items  related  to  Sheffield's  zoning  by-laws. 

One  of  them  is  the  result  of  two 
years'  work  by  the  Planning  Board  and  10 
months  of  work  by  its  Zoning  By-Law  Re- 
vision subcommittee,  reported  on  in  the  last 
several  issues  of  the  Sheffield  Times.  This 
warrant  article  will  ask  voters  to  replace  in 
its  entirety  the  current  zoning  by-laws  with 
the  proposed  Town  of  Sheffield  Zoning 
By-Laws,  on  file  with  the  Town  Clerk.  The 
revision,  which  is  also  an  updating  and  re- 
organization, has  as  its  top  priority  making 
the  by-laws  consistent  with  state  and  local 
laws  and  court  decisions.  A  second  goal  is  to 
make  the  by-laws  easier  to  use  and  under- 
stand, while  making  no  substantive  changes. 

While  the  revised  by-laws  look  quite 
different,  with  a  new  format  and  tables  and 
charts  that  replace  pages  of  text,  the  revi- 
sion makes  no  substantive  changes  in  the 
by-laws  and  most  of  the  original  language 
remains.  A  table  of  contents  and  additional 
definitions  have  been  added,  information 
reorganized  so  related  items  are  all  in  one 
place,  and  the  responsibility  of  various 
boards  spelled  out  more  clearly. 


Other  warrant  articles  do  make  sub- 
stantive changes  and  thus  fell  outside  the 
purview  of  the  revision  subcommittee.  But 
the  Planning  Board  thinks  they're  impor- 
tant to  bring  to  voters'  attention: 

♦  Adoption  of  the  town's  official  zoning 
map,  dated  May  1, 2006,  which  brings  the 
map  into  alignment  with  actions  taken  at 
the  May  2006  town  meeting. 

♦  Correction  of  an  oversight  in  the 
present  by-laws  to  allow  a  common  drive- 
way to  serve  more  than  one  lot  (rather  than 
the  current  "more  than  two  lots");  common 
driveways  would  still  have  to  be  designed 
and  constructed  in  accordance  with  the 
rules  and  regulations  governing  subdivi- 
sion of  land,  as  is  now  the  case.  Common 
driveways  mean  fewer  curb  cuts  and  less 
visual  disruption  of  the  road  and  surround- 
ing vistas  and  may  be  safer. 

♦  Changing  the  wording  in  a  by-law 
dealing  with  detailed  development  analysis 
to  require  that  such  analyses  be  submitted 
as  part  of  the  special  permit  application  for 
projects  between  10,000  and  50,000  square 
feet  of  gross  floor  area.  This  proposed 
change  would  correct  an  error  in  the  orig- 
inal by-laws  (which  required  analyses  for 
projects  over  50,000  square  feet,  a  size  ille- 
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This  view  from  Sheffield-Egremont  Road,  southwesterly  across  Lime  Kiln  Road  to  Mt.  Everett  and  the  entire  Taconic  Mountain  range, 
draws  people  from  near  and  jar.  Read  about  how  you  can  help  save  this  iconic  Sheffield  landscape  (see  story  on  page  24). 
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THANK YOU 

The  Sheffield  Times  relies  on 
generous  contributions  from 
the  community  in  addition  to 
advertising  to  keep  this  free 
newsletter  going.  Donations 
are  tax-deductible.  See  the  cou- 
pon on  page  27. 


The  Sheffield  Times  extends  its 

thanks  to  the  following  recent 

supporters: 

Grace  Arzt 

Mary  E.  Cane 

Anthony  &  Marjorie  Consolini 

Nancy  B.  Emery 

Charles  H.  Joch 

Barbara  &  James  Shiminski 

Ronald  &  Judith  Timm 

Elizabeth  Ullrich 

Phillis  Weiss 
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gal  in  Sheffield)  and  recognizes  the  impact 
that  projects  of  more  than  10,000  square 
feet  have  on  the  town  and  its  quality  of  life. 

•  Accepting  the  provisions  of  Massa- 
chusetts General  Laws  Chapter  39,  Section 
23D,  to  allow  a  town  board  member  who 
has  missed  one  session  of  an  adjudicatory 
hearing  to  vote  on  the  matter  so  long  as  the 
member  certifies  that  he/she  has  re\iewed 
all  evidence  submitted  at  the  hearing. 
Adopting  this  helps  avoid  delays  in  schedul- 
ing hearings.  (It  would  not  affect  quorum 
requirements.) 

♦  .Amendment  of  the  by-laws  to  allow  a 
new  category  of  accommodations,  "board- 
ing houses,"  as  a  "use  permitted  by  special 
permit"  in  the  Village  Center  District. 

The  amendment  would  set  a  limit  on  the 
number  of  "boarder  units,"  enlarges  the 
minimum  lot  area  required  based  on  the 
number  of  units,  and  establishes  a  number 
of  special  requirements  regarding  such 
things  as  facade,  parking  and  screening.  It 
also  would  allow  an  accessory  single-family 
dwelling  unit  located  in  the  same  building. 
The  change  is  consistent  with  several  rec- 
ommendations in  the  Town's  Master  Plan 
about  housing  alternatives  and  in-fill  of  the 
Village  Center.  It  was  brought  to  the  Plan- 
ning Board  by  Gail  Ullman,  who  hopes  to 
re -invent  the  Sheffield  Inn  as  the  Sheffield 
Inn  Residence- 
Months  of  review 

The  proposed  zoning  by-law  revision 
would  be  the  first  comprehensive  update 
since  the  by-laws  were  adopted  in  1994. 
The  update  is  the  result  of  a  painstaking 
review  of  the  existing  by-laws  that  has 
spanned  22  months. 

Thanks  to  two  Smart  Growth  Tech- 
nical Assistance  Grants  from  the  state  of 
Massachusetts,  the  town  was  able  to  obtain 
the  services  of  two  experts  in  the  field:  Tom 
Matuszko,  assistant  director  of  the  Berk- 
shire Regional  Planning  Commission,  as 
project  manager;  and  Mark  Bobrowski,  a 
legal  consultant  on  land-use  planning  and 
zoning  regulations,  who  has  advised  more 
than  75  Massachusetts  municipalities  seek- 
ing to  modernize  their  by-laws.  Bobrowski  s 
assessment  of  Sheffield's  current  zoning 
by-laws  was  that  they  are  basically  sound, 
just  not  well  organized  and  therefore  hard 
to  use. 

However,  the  subcommittee  and  the 
Planning  Board  made  all  reorganization 
and  clarification  changes.  Members  of  the 
subcommittee  included  Selectmen  Julie 


Hannum  and  David  Macy,  Town  Admin- 
istrator Bob  Weitz,  Building  Inspector 
Tom  Carmody,  Planning  Board  members 
(or  former  members)  Fred  Gordon,  Tony 
Gullotta,  Tim  Hewins,  Doc  Nourse  and 
Rene  Wood  (who  acted  as  subcommittee 
chair),  Peter  Rowntree  and  David  West 
from  the  Zoning  Board  of  Appeals,  Tim 
Hewins  and  Joe  Wilkinson.  (David  West, 
David  Macy  and  Doc  Nourse  all  helped 
write  the  current  by-laws,  as  did  Tony 
Gulotta's  father).  Town  Counsel  Sally  Bell 
has  also  reviewed  the  final  draft  of  the 
proposed  by-law  revisions. 

According  to  the  subcommittee, 
community  members  who  have  seen  the 
updated  by-laws  have  been  impressed  with 
how  easy  they  are  to  use  and  how  quickly 
information  can  be  drawn  from  the  new 
"use"  table. 

Public  hearings  on  the  proposed 
by-law  changes  were  held  Nov.  1.  The  first 
hearing  focused  on  the  overall  revision. 
Comments  from  those  in  attendance  were 


very  supportive  and  complimentary  of 
both  the  appearance  and  usability  of  the 
revised  by-laws.  The  board  benefitted  from 
questions  on  why  some  uses  were  presented 
as  they  were,  comments  that  will  help  the 
board  during  its  final  review  Nov.  14. 

The  second  hearing  addressed  the 
remaining  five  zoning-related  warrant 
articles,  with  those  in  attendance  univer- 
sally in  favor  of  all  five.  A  lively,  helpful 
discussion  was  had,  especially  over  the 
most  complex  article,  that  relateding  to 
boarding  houses. 

The  Planning  Board  is  preparing  voter 
information  sheets  that  describe  the  revi- 
sions. The  full  text  of  the  proposed  by-law 
revision  is  available  at  the  town  website,  and 
voters  will  be  able  to  review  the  entire  war- 
rant for  the  December  meeting  online  later 
in  November. 

The  last  time  Sheffield  held  a  special 
town  meeting  was  1999.  The  annual  town 
meeting  is  held  each  year  in  early  May. 

—rPeter  Rowntree  &  Rene  Wood 


INDOOR  MARKETS  FOR  THE  HOLIDAYS 


Dewey  Hall  indoor  market 

Summer  has  drawn  to  a  close  and  fall  is 
upon  us.  It's  time  to  think  about  coming 
to  the  indoor  market  at  Dewey  Memo- 
rial Hall  on  the  Green  in  Sheffield.  This 
fall,  we  will  have  beautiful  flowers  and 
wonderful  breads,  delicious  desserts,  and 
scrumptious  cheeses,  lavender  products, 
mushrooms  and  fall  vegetables. 

Come  do  your  shopping,  meet  a  friend 
for  a  cup  of  coffee  or  tea  with  a  sweet  roll 
or  have  lunch. 

The  indoor  market  takes  place  on 


Saturdays  9:30am-lpm  on  Nov.  4, 11  and 
18  and  Dec.  2,  9  and  16.  We  look  forward 
to  seeing  you  there. 

— Jean  Chapin  Emberlin,  Site  Manager 

Indoor  market  at  the  American  Legion. 

More  than  25  vendors,  including  many 
new  ones,  have  signed  on  for  the  indoor 
market  at  the  American  Legion  Hall  on 
Route  7  in  Sheffield.  The  market  will  be 
held  Saturdays  from  10am  to  3pm  on  Nov. 
11  and  18  and  Dec.  9, 16,  23  and  30. 

— Barbara  Davidson 


CHILDREN'S  CHORUS  CONCERT 


The  Berkshire  Children's  Chorus,  which 
operates  out  of  Dewey  Memorial  Hall  in 
Sheffield,  is  presenting  a  holiday  concert 
on  Sat.,  Dec.  9,  at  7:00pm  at  Trinity  Epis- 
copal Church  in  Lenox.  Children  from  11 
local  towns  are  participating  in  the  chorus 
this  year. 

The  chorus  can  be  heard  closer  to 
home  as  well.  People  are  welcome  to  come 
listen  to  the  weekly  rehearsals  at  Dewey 
Hall,  where  the  acoustics  are  wonderful, 
says  Nancy  Loder,  director  of  the  chorus. 

The  rehearsal  schedule  is  Start-Up 
Chorus  (grades  3  to  5),  Mondays  5-6pm; 
Coda  Chorus  (grades  10  to  12),  Mon- 
days 6:30-8pm;  and  Berkshire  Children's 
Chorus  (grades  6  to  9),  Wednesdays,  5:30- 


7:30pm.  (Rehearsals  are  not  held  during 
holiday  weeks.)  — Bonnie  English 


TREE  LIGHTINGS  SET 

Ashley  Falls.Ashley  Falls  lights  the  tree 
on  its  green  on  Sat.  Dec.  2,  at  4pm.  For 
more  information,  contact  Richard 
Cherneff  at  229-5958. 

Sheffield  Center.  Sheffield's  annual 
tree  lighting  will  be  held  on  Sun.,  Dec. 
3,  at  6:30pm.  Following  the  lighting  on 
the  Village  Green,  all  are  invited  into 
Old  Parish  Church  for  a  program  of 
stories,  carols  and  music  featuring  the 
Mt.  Everett  High  School  Band.  Refresh- 
ments will  be  served. 


Community  News 


SHEFFIELD'S  OLDEST  RESIDENT 

Minnie  Rice  Golden  will  be  97  years  old 
on  February  11,  2007.  According  to  town 
records,  that  makes  her  the  oldest  living 
resident  of  Sheffield. 

Born  in  Sharon,  CT,  in  1910,  Min- 
nie was  the  youngest  of  eight  children  and 
she  is  now  the  last  living  member  of  that 
generation. 

Minnie's  birth  certificate  describes 
her  as  "mulatto"  since  she  is  half  white, 
one-quarter  black  and  one-quarter  Indian. 
Although  she  knows  little  about  the  details 
of  her  family  history,  she  does  know  that 
her  paternal  grandmother  came  from  Shef- 
field, England,  settling  in  Lakeville,  CT,  in 
the  1800s  with  the  family  for  whom  she 
worked  as  a  nanny.  There  she  met  Minnie's 
paternal  grandfather,  a  farm  worker  from 
the  Seneca  Indian  tribe  in  upper  New  York 
State  and  together  they  raised  eight  chil- 
dren in  Sharon.  She  does  not  know  where 
her  maternal  grandparents  lived  before 
coming  to  Connecticut,  but  she  knows  her 
grandmother  was  of  French  descent  and 
her  grandfather  was  black. 

Although  she  and  her  siblings  were  of 
mixed  descent,  her  family  was  defined  as 
black  by  the  town  and  school  in  Sharon. 
She  believes  that  they  were  the  only  black 
family  living  in  Sharon  then.  In  contrast, 
her  husband,  Cornelius  Golden  (known 
as  Cornie),  was  raised  in  Sheffield  where 
there  was  a  black  community,  mostly  living 
on  Bears  Den  Rd. 

Minnie  grew  up  in  a  strict  household, 
with  curfews  and  chores.  She  was  19 
when  she  married  and  22  when  she  and 
her  husband  moved  with  their  one-year- 
old  daughter  to  the  small  brown  shingled 
house  on  Berkshire  School  Rd.  where  she 
has  lived  for  the  past  75  years.  Initially,  the 
house  had  no  electricity  or  plumbing,  and 
Minnie  remembers  walking  to  the  public 
pumps,  located  in  the  town  cemetery, 
for  enough  water  to  do  the  laundry.  She 
remembers  the  original  outhouse  where 
Sears  and  Roebuck  catalogues  were  used 
for  toilet  paper  and  the  family  well  from 
which  they  pumped  their  drinking  water 
before  her  husband  ran  a  pipe  from  it  to 
the  house. 

As  the  family  expanded,  rooms  were 
added  to  the  house,  and  over  the  years  it 
has  been  modernized.  Minnie  now  lives 


Sheffield's  oldest  resident,  Minnie  Golden 

there  with  her  grandson  Andre,  leaving 
home  only  for  medical  appointments. 
Family  members  call  and  visit  her  fre- 
quently and  they  do  her  shopping  for  her. 

Minnie  says  the  family  was  "fortunate 
to  live  in  such  a  beautiful  area."  At  the 
time,  Sheffield  was  less  wooded  and  there 
were  open  fields  in  which  the  children 
played,  including  a  swimming  hole  by  the 
railroad  tracks,  just  off  Berkshire  School 
Rd.  Because  the  house  was  one  of  a  group 
of  three  owned  by  the  Golden  family,  her 
children  and  their  next-door  cousins  often 
played  together.  Across  the  street  there 
was  a  large  vegetable  and  strawberry  farm, 
where  the  regional  school  now  stands. 
From  her  window,  Minnie  watched  the 
farmers  take  their  cans  of  milk,  initially 
in  horse-drawn  wagons,  to  a  building  on 
the  railroad  tracks  where  the  train  stopped 
each  day.  And  down  the  road  in  a  large 
barn  was  "The  Ginnie,"  a  non-alcoholic 
dance  hall  started  by  her  grandfather. 

Minnie  has  many  stories  about  her  75 
years  in  Sheffield.  She  has  a  good  memory, 
a  strong  sense  of  humor  and,  if  you  are 
interested  and  willing  to  listen,  she  will 
candidly  and  honestly  describe  the  difficult 
experiences  she  and  her  children  had  as  a 
black  family  living  in  a  small,  mostly  white 
community  in  western  Massachusetts.  For 
example,  there  was  a  time  when  barbers 
refused  to  give  her  children  haircuts,  when 
blacks  were  allowed  to  work  only  in  the 
back  kitchens  of  South  County  restau- 
rants, when  her  children  were  not  always 
invited  to  the  class  birthday  parties. 

There  were  many  other  ways  in  which 
their  lives  were  affected  by  prejudice. 


Minnie  believes  prejudice  has  de- 
clined markedly  over  the  last  20  years. 
She  says, "Today  when  I  talk  to  the 
younger  generation  about  the  past, 
they  want  to  downplay  prejudice  be- 
cause they  don't  experience  it  in  their 
lives  now,  and  they  don't  want  to  hear 
about  it."  She  worries  that  a  part  of 
the  history  of  blacks  in  this  area  will 
be  completely  lost  over  time. 

Life  was  not  easy  for  Minnie  or 
her  children.  She  worked  hard  to  raise 
her  family  and'Ynosdy  lived  through 
the  children."  For  two  years  she  was  a 
Cub  Scout  leader  and  she  has  some  funny 
stories  from  that  time.  But,  in  general,  she 
"kept  to  herself'  She  found  the  people  of 
Berkshire  County  to  be'Ynosdy  conservative 
and  private,"  and  she  was  often  lonely.  But 
she  enjoyed  the  work  she  did  over  many 
years  as  a  housekeeper  for  the  Dickenson, 
Moore  and  Lawrence  families,  the  last  in 
Egremont.  Until  his  death  in  1970,  her  hus- 
band worked  for  many  years  as  a  carpenter 
for  Bill  Gilligan,  but  because  he  was  a  heavy 
drinker,  the  family  relied  heavily  on  her. 

Minnie  is  very  proud  of  her  family  and 
she  has  pictures  of  them  throughout  the 
house.  Five  of  her  children  are  still  living 


GRANDDAUGHTER  RECEIVES 
MEDAL  FOR  IRAQ  SERVICE 

Major  Patricia  K.Wright,  granddaugh- 
ter of  Mrs.  Minnie  Golden  of  Berk- 
shire School  Rd.,  recently  received  the 
Defense  Meritorious  Service  Medal 
for  exceptionally  meritorious  service 
in  Iraq.  Major  Wright  was  born  in 
Sheffield  and  graduated  from  the  Mt. 
Everett  School  in  1 980.  She  enlisted 
as  a  soldier  in  1 983  and  received  a 
commission  through  officer  Candi- 
date School  in  1994.  In  2005  she  was 
assigned  to  the  Multi-National  Force 
Iraq  (MNF-I)  as  the  Transportation 
Conveyance  Officer  in  support  of 
Operation  Iraqi  Freedom.  She  has  also 
received  a  number  of  other  awards 
and  decorations  from  the  Army.  She 
is  currently  Executive  Officer  for  the 
Virginia  Polytechnic  Institute  Army 
Reserve  Officers  Training  Corps  and 
she  is  Assistant  Professor  of  Military 
Science.  — E.R. 


and  she  has  27  grandchildren  and  great 
grandchildren  and  13  great-great  grandchil- 
dren! One  son  and  two  grandchildren  still 
live  in  Sheffield.  She  is  particularly  proud  of 
her  granddaughter  Major  Patricia  Wright 
who  received  the  Defense  Meritorious  Ser- 
vice Medal  for  her  part  in  Operation  Iraqi 
Freedom  l^see  box  on  pg.  4). 

Minnie  loves  to  read.  Besides  novels, 
she  reads  the  Berkshire  Eagle  daily  and  she 
enjoys  the  Sheffield  Times.  She  has  strong 
opinions  on  politics  ("Washington  is  a  dis- 
grace"). She  is  particularly  informed  about 
Iraq  and  critical  of  our  ongoing  involve- 
ment there.  She  also  keeps  up  on  commu- 
nity issues  and  is  interested  in  community 
and  school  news. 

Apart  from  the  heart  attack  she  expe- 
rienced three  years  ago,  Minnie  has  been  in 
pretty  good  health.  She  uses  a  walker  now 
and  she  has  a  ramp  from  her  porch  to  the 
driveway,  built  for  her  by  Joe  Wilkinson  a 
few  years  ago.  She  attributes  her  longevity 
to  the  fact  that  she  never  smoked,  never 
drank  and  led  a  quiet  life.  When  she  dies, 
she  plans  to  be  cremated  and  she  wants  her 
ashes  to  be  scattered  to  the  winds  here  in 
Sheffield.  She  says,  "I  don't  know  where  I'm 
going  but  I'm  on  my  way.  Anytime  now  I 
will  spread  my  wings  and  fly  away."  When 
that  happens,  she  will  leave  behind  in  those 
who  know  her  memories  of  a  strong  and 
independent  woman  with  a  good  memory, 
a  sharp  humor,  unflinching  honesty  and  a 
kind  heart.  — Ellen  Rowntree 


Holiday  Bake  Sale 

Saturday,  Dec.  16th:  10am-3pm 

Fabulous  delectables  for 
your  holiday  table  or  gift 
giving.  Cookies,  cakes, 
jams,  jellies,  candies,  fruit- 
cakes, breads,  nuts  &  many 
more  holiday  treats. 
Not  to  be  missed! 


Christ  Church  Episcopal 

Route  7,  Sheffield 


BERKSHIRE  SCHOOL  NEWS 

School  opens  for 
100th  year.  Berkshire 
School,  which  will 
celebrate  its  centennial 
in  2007,  opened  its 
doors  on  September 
11  to  372  students,  11 
new  teachers,  and  two 
new  radio  personali- 
ties from  Mt.  Everett 
Regional  High  School. 

The  students  hail 
from  25  states  and 
20  countries,  includ- 
ing Afghanistan.  The 
faculty  also  shows  an 
international  flair,  thanks  to  new  Spanish 
teachers  Carlos  Berrendero  and  his  wife, 
Mery  Tovar,  who  come  to  Berkshire  from 
Madrid,  and  Francis  Chapuredima,  a  new 
math  teacher  from  Zimbabwe. 

School  radio.  WBSL,  the  school's 
FM  radio  station,  has  recruited  two 
students  from  Mt.  Everett  High  School 
to  help  fill  the  air  waves.  Seniors  Rachel 
Wilkinson  of  New  Marlborough  and  Da- 
vid Turnbough  of  Otis,  sponsored  by  Mt. 
Everett  history  and  journalism  teacher  Jeff 
Lang,  co-host  a  Wednesday  evening  show 
that  is  packed  with  creativity  and  wit. 

David  specializes  in  segues.  "Rachel 
has  her  own  obsession  with  aliens — one 
may  call  it  her  dirty  little  secret,"  David 
says  into  the  mic,  and  then  plays  the  song 
"Dirty  Little  Secret"  by  the  All  American 
Rejects.  Frequent  guests  on  the  show 
include  two  local  students  at  Berkshire 
School,  Andrea  Bush  of  Sheffield  and 
Noelle  Brooks  of  Ashley  Falls. 

The  show  can  be  heard  on  WBSL, 
91.7  FM,  on  Wednesdays  from  7  to  8pm. 
The  station,  which  also  broadcasts  on 


Local  deejays  David  Turnbough  and  Rachel 
Wilkinson  in  the  studios  of  WBSL. 

the  Web  via  www.berkshireschool.org,  is 
on  the  air  weekday  mornings  from  6:45 
to  8am,  and  on  Sunday  and  weekday 
evenings  from  7  to  11pm. 

New  x-c  course.  The  school  unveiled 
a  new  3.1-mile  cross-country  course  on 
its  property  across  Route  41  from  the 
main  campus.  The  course  offers  spec- 
tacular views  of  Mt.  Everett  and  scenic 
stretches  through  the  woods  and  along- 
side a  pond.  The  course  was  rerouted  be- 
cause of  the  construction  that  will  begin 
once  plans  for  two  new  hockey  rinks,  a 
new  dormitory,  and  an  access  road  are 
approved.  — Nathan  Cannon 

Nathan  Cannon,  a  senior  from  Canaan, 
CT,  is  a  journalism  student  at  Berkshire 
School 


The  Sheffield  Times  is  an  inexpensive  way 
to  reach  Sheffield  customers.  Contact  Tara 
White  at  229-7754  for  information  on  how 
to  advertise. 


Charles  fves/Charfie  Parker 
Whichever  way  your  musical  tastes  run, 

The  Rolling  Stones/The  Flying  Burnt©  Brothers 
Berkshire  School  radio  will  quench  them. 

Hot  Tuna/Cold  Play 

So  tune  into  the  future  of  America 

Weekday  mornings  7-8,  weekday  &  Sunday  evenings  7-1 1 

Moby  Grape/The  Lemonheads 

WBSL  91.7  FM:  The  Voice  of  Berkshire  School 

Live  on  the  Web:  berkshireschool.org 

91.7  FM   WBSL 


Community  News 


SHAKESPEARE  COMING  TO  SHEFFIELD 

Shakespeare  &  Company  is  bringing  its  unique  approach 
to  teaching  Shakespeare  to  Mt.  Everett  High  School  again 
this  year  in  early  November.  Students  in  grades  7-12  will  be 
performing  the  intriguing  Henry  V,  a  history  of  that  king's 
attempt  to  conquer  Charles  VI  and  France.  The  show  will 
be  performed  Nov.  9  and  11  at  7pm  at  the  Consolati  Per- 
forming Arts  Center  at  the  high  school. 

The  show  is  a  part  of  Shakespeare  8C  Company's  Fall 
Festival  of  Shakespeare,  in  which  nearly  500  students  from 
11  schools  in  western  Massachusetts  and  parts  of  New  York 
State  participate.  Shakespeare  &  Company  directors  lead 
students  through  a  nine-week  exploration  of  a  Shakespeare 
play  culminating  in  a  full-scale  production.  Each  project 
includes  a  series  of  master  classes  in  stage  combat,  Eliza- 
bethan dance,  text  in  performance,  stage  management,  and 
technical  theatre. 

At  the  end  of  the  session,  students  perform  their  plays 
at  their  schools  and  then  gather  to  perform  their  plays 
for  one  another  and  the  public  in  a  four-day  festival  on 
Shakespeare  &  Company's  Main  stage.  While  one  school 
performs,  actors  from  the  other  schools  fill  the  pit  in  front 
of  the  stage  to  cheer,  laugh,  cry  and  applaud  in  the  best  of 
Elizabethan  audience  traditions.  It  can't  get  much  better 


ORGANIC  HERB  BARN  GIFT  SHOP 

979  Ashley  Falls  Road  -  413-229-8179    insightcharts<3>cartlilink.nc[ 

Directions:  2.1  miles  south  on  7 A  Barn  on  left 
Selling  unique  gifts  at  reasonable  prices 

Schedule  of  Holiday  Classes: 

"Making  Organic  Herbal  Vinegar" 

Saturday,  November  26  -  10am-12noon,  $20.00 

This  hands-on  experience  will  provide  instructions  and  materials  to 

make  your  own  herbal  vinegar  to  give  as  a  gift  or  use  for  entertaining, 

"Home  Made  Decorations  Made  Simple" 

Saturday,  December  2  -  llam-lpm,  $15.00 

Demonstrations  and  hands-on  experiences  for  making  a  Holiday  Swag. 

All  materials  included. 

"Bow  Making  and  Gift  Wrapping" 
Saturday,  December  9  10am- 11am,  $7.00 
Demonstration  with  handouts  and  directions. 

This  holiday  give  a  gift  of  health  and  one  that  is  kind  to  the  earth 

FREE  herbal  tea  while  you  shop  in  a  friendly  stress  free  environment 

FREE  gift  wrapping  with  purchase 

Shop  locally  this  Holiday  Season  and  reduce  your  stress 

Holiday  Hours: 

Fri.,  Nov.  24, 7pm-9pm 

Sat.,  Nov.  25, 10am-5pm  7-9pm 
Sun.,  Nov.  26,  llam-4pm 
Fri.,  Dec.  1,  7-9pm 


Fri.,  Dec.  8, 7-9pm 

Sat.,  Dec.  9, 10-5pm  7-9pm 

Sun.,  Dec.  10, 11 -4pm 

Fri.,  Dec.  15,7-9pm 

Sat.,  Dec.  16, 10-4pm  7-9pm 

Sun.,  Dec.  17,  ll-4pm 


Sat.,  Dec.  2, 10-5pm  7-9pm 
Sun.,  Dec.  3  ll-4pm 

Thurs.,  Dec.  21  Winter  Solstice  Celebration  7-9pm 


than  teens  being  ecstatic  about  Shakespeare.  This  year,  the 
festival  will  be  held  Nov.  16-19. 

Yes,  the  actors  are  high  school  students,  but  the  shows 
reflect  Shakespeare  &  Company's  expertise  in  lighting,  cos- 
tuming, set  design,  music,  and  directing.  This  year,  director 
Michael  Toomey  returns,  assisted  by  Kaitlin  Henderson. 
The  program  has  operated  every  year  since  1989,  sparked 
by  a  rivalry  between  Lee  and  Lenox  high  schools  that  was 
becoming  violent.  Kevin  Coleman,  education  director  at 
Shakespeare  &  Company,  came  up  with  the  idea  of  bringing 
students  from  regional  schools  together  in  a  cooperative, 
non-competitive  way. 

The  master  classes  are  one  way  the  students  come 
together.  If  you  think  today's  teens  are  all  wired  to  their 
iPods  and  computers,  think  again.  This  is  what  you  would 
have  seen,  had  you  had  the  chance  to  see  the  class  in  stage 
combat  at  Mt.  Everett  on  Oct.  4: 

The  gymnasium  was  noisy  with  300  students,  each 
armed  with  a  weapon  of  amazing  strength  and  power,  the 
Air  Broadsword  (like  an  air  guitar  but  better)  and  hurling 
Shakespearian  lines  back  and  forth.  Following  the  director's 
signal,  the  two  sides  ran  at  each  other  screaming,  air  broad- 
swords waving  in  the  air.  When  a  combatant  from  one  side 
had  found  his  or  her  partner  on  the  other  side  on  their 
assigned  spot  of  battle,  the  attacker  lunged  at  the  defender. 
Right  shoulder!  Left  shoulder!  Right  leg!  Left  leg!  Head! 
But  the  defender  has  blocked  all  these  attacks  and  has 
pushed  the  attacker  away!  The  attacker  turns  and  charges 
with  sword  raised,  leaving  torso  exposed.  The  defender  cuts 
into  the  torso  and  the  attacker  dies  a  dramatic  death.  Thus 
the  actors  are  taught  that  a  fight  scene's  success  depends  on 
cooperation  and  teamwork. 

"Through  the  process  of  rehearsing  and  performing  the 
plays  of  William  Shakespeare  for  themselves,  for  each  other, 
and  for  the  community,  students  inhabit  a  Renaissance 
world  of  beautiful  language,  profound  thought  and  passion- 
ate feelings  that  articulate  and  celebrate  the  full  spectrum  of 
human  experience,"  says  Coleman,  the  education  director. 

— Ethan  and  Neal  Chamberlain 


PASTEL  -  WATERCOLOR- 
OIL  PAINTINGS 

By 

Lois  Van  Cleef 

Casa  Mia  Studio 

Ashley  Falls,  Massachusetts 

413/229-3355 


MUSICAL  FUNDRAISER  AT 
DEWEY  HALL 

The  Complementary  Therapies  Cancer  Care  Fund  is  host- 
ing a  gala  music  benefit  event  at  Dewey  Memorial  Hall  in 
Sheffield  on  Sat.,  November  18  at  7:30pm.  The  show  will 
feature  original  music  played  by  local  composers  in  styles 
ranging  from  folk  to  blues  to  jazz  to  classical.  The  musicians 
include  Meg  Hutchinson,  Robert  Oakes,  Justin  Hillman, 
Jonathan  Talbott,  Beth  Craig,  Julia  Gottlieb,  Kieran  Dufault 
and  the  Dufault  Boys.  The  excellent  music  will  be  mc'd  by 
our  own  Roger  the  Jester,  and  the  audience  will  get  a  chance 
to  meet  the  musicians  afterwards.  Refreshments  will  be 
served.  Tickets  are  $15  for  adults,  $10  for  students  and  $35 
for  families. 

The  money  raised  by  the  benefit,  the  third  concert  in  a 
series,  will  go  to  the  Complementary  Therapies  Cancer  Care 
Fund  at  the  Berkshire  Taconic  Community  Foundation, 
which  benefits  people  who  have  cancer  and  who  would  like 
to  supplement  their  medical  regimen  with  "complementary" 
therapies  that  enhance  their  quality  of  life,  but  who  do  not 
have  the  money  to  cover  these  extra  expenses. 

For  more  information  please  call  Ann-Elizabeth  Barnes 
at  528-1306. 


SHEFFIELD  CEMETERY 
VANDALIZED 


BUY  LOCAL! 

Our  advertisers  are  local  businesses.  Let  them  know  you  read  about 
them  in  the  Sheffield  Times. 


SANDRA  PRESTON  REAL  ESTATE 

Massachusetts,  Connecticut  &.  New  York  Properties 

Our  office  on  Route  7,  in  the  part  of  Shef- 
field knows  as  "The  Plain,"  is  a  lovely 
two-and-a-half-story  Early  Greek  Revival 
with  five  bay  front  and  eyebrow  windows 
set  into  a  deep  cornice  under  a  hip  roof. 
Heavy  corner  pilasters  and  a  south  funeral 
door  are  distinct  features  of  this  building 
which  was  built  as  a  residence  in  ca.  1825 
by  Return  E.  Jones. 

PO  Box  688,  Rte.  7,  Sheffield,  MA  01257 

(413)  229-2077    Email:  pressa@verizon.net 

Sandra  Preston,  Broker,  GRI,  CRS 


Sheffield  Center  cemetery  on  Berkshire  School  Rd.  was  vandalized 
over  Labor  Day  Weekend.  Twenty  headstones,  some  dating  to  the 
early  1800s,  were  knocked  over,  broken  or  marked  with  grafitti. 
Damage  is  estimated  to  be  more  than  $7,000  and  is  not  covered 
by  the  cemetery  association's  insurance.  Some  of  the  grafitti  has 
been  removed  and  some  toppled  stones  righted,  but  porous  stones 
marked  by  grafitti  and  broken  stones  will  need  restoration  or  re- 
placement. According  to  the  Sheffield  Police  Dept,  five  juveniles  are 
being  charged  with  vandalizing  gravestones. 


Sheffield  Historical  Society 
8th  Annual  Festival  of  Trees 

Tiny  Trees  for  Tiny  Spaces 

2006  ^e  Stone  Store 

Sheffield  Town  Green 

Weekends 

Nov.  11-12,  20-21 

Fri/Sat/Sun  24-26  &  Dec.  2-3 

Saturday  10-3  —  Sunday  11-2 

Free  Admission 

Miniature  Trees,  Wreaths 

Centerpieces,  Ornaments 

Holiday  Goodies 
Raffles,  Holiday  Tag  Sale 

New  holiday  gifts  in  the 
Stone  Store 

Nov.  11  &  12  —  Festival  Opening 

1st  viewing  of  the  trees  &  sampling  of 

the  cookies 

For  more  details,  call  413-229-2694 


Sheffield  in  Celebration  2006  would  like  to  thank... 

Corporate  Sponsors  Salisbury  Bank  and  Trust  &  Sheffield  Pottery 
and  Benefactor  DeVries  Building  Supply 

And  everyone  who  helped  make  this  year's  event  a  success— despite  the  rain!— 
underwriters,  partners  and  volunteers  including: 


Aquatic  Design 

Ashley  Falls  Village  Improvement  Society 

Barnum  Hill  Farm  Pottery  -  Kerry  Douglas 

Bean  Hill  Yarn  -Janet  Elsbach 

Berkshire  Bank 

Berkshire  Boat  Building  School  -  Hilary  Russell 

Berkshire  School 

Marion  Bernstein 

Broken  Hill  Manor 

Carlson's  Heating  and  Air  Conditioning,  Inc 

Campo  de'Fiori 

Casa  Mia  -  Lois  Van  Cleef 

Christ  Church 

Chubby  Bunny 

Dick  Coon  Construction 

Corn  Crib 

Cypress  Apparel 

Barb  Davidson 

Glenn  &  Catherine  DeVoti 

Dutch  Desserts 

Farmers'  Market  of  Sheffield 

Gilligan  Brothers 

Greg  Massini 

Frederick  Hatfield  Antiques 

Gail  Heath 

Bill  Hoglin 

Tom  Ingersoll 

Jimmy  Larkin 

Kwik  Print 

Susan,  Kyle,  Arielle  and  the  rest  of  the  LeGeyt  Family 

Jim  Lovejoy  Cabinetmaker 

MahaiweTent 

Memorabelia  by  Nancy  -  Nancy  Clouser 

The  Natural  Connection  -  Cris  Clavette 

Neighborgoods  Local  Creations 

Old  Parish  Church 

OleTJ's  Antique  Barn 

Orchard  Shade  Bed  &  Breakfast 


Kathy  Orlando 

Tom  Orlando 

Mike  Ovitt 

Painted  Porch  Antiques 

Pine  Island  Farm 

Sandra  Preston  Real  Estate 

Ray's  Auto  Parts,  LLC 

Red  Barn  Alpaca 

Sebastian's  Hair  Salon 

Joe  Seward  and  Sons  Electricians 

Ann  &  Bob  Shanks 

Sheffield  Association 

Sheffield  Boy  Scouts 

Sheffield  Council  on  Aging 

Sheffield  Fire  Dept. 

Sheffield  Friendly  Union 

Sheffield  Historical  Society 

Sheffield  Hose  Co  #  I 

Sheffield  Kiwanis 

Sheffield  Land  Trust 

Sheffield  Police  Dept. 

Sheffield  Pottery 

Sheffield  Selectmen 

Sheffield  Senior  Center 

Sheffield  Tree  Project 

Sheffield  Water  Company 

Dave  Smith 

Store-lt-AII 

Kathy  and  Tom  Tetro 

Webster  Ingersoll 

Wheeler  &  Taylor 

Joe  Wilkinson  and  Sons  Excavating 

Windy  Hill  Orchard 

June  and  Jim  Wolfe 

Elizabeth  Yoakum 

...  all  the  vendors  and  all  those  who  attended 

Mark  your  calendars  for  Sheffield  in  Celebration 
2007  on  September  8! 
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For  two  hours,  before  the  downpours  cut  the  Fair  short,  the  sun  was  shining  and  people  enjoyed 
music,  food,  classic  and  muscle  cars,  and  a  host  of  vendors,  exhibitors  and  children's  activities. 
Prior  page:  (left)  Tloe  rain  did  not  stop  sales  for  Barnum  Hill  Farm  whose  pottery  glistened 
full  of  water;  (right)  Tins  gas  engine,  circa  1892,  provided  by  teh  Hewins  family,  was  the  first 
in  Sheffield  and  was  originally  owned  by  the  Hulett family  then  acquired  by  the  Hewins.  This 
page:  (above  left)  The  hay  ride  was  a  hit  as  always;  (above  right)  Musicians  Tom  Ingersoll, 
Bobby  Sweet,  Kelly  Hagen  and  Adam  Rothberg  cleaning  up  from  the  rain;  (below  center). 

The  Kiwatiis  Steak 
Roast  was  successful 
despite  the  rain;  (far 
right)  the  Scouts' 
climbing  wall  drew 
crowds  of  all  ages; 
(below  left)  Silks 
Variety  offered  both  a 
wine  tasting  and  free 
root  beer  floats;  (below 
right)  this  member  of 
the  Glory  B  clowns 
was  soon  using  this 
umbrella  to  shelter 
people  as  they  dashed 
for  cover  from  the 
elements. 


^Community  News 


COMING  HOME...TO  A  YURT  (FOR  THE  MOMENT) 


Both  of  my  parents  sold  their  Sheffield 
homes  this  summer,  and  I  thought  I  would 
never  "come  home"  again.  My  mother's 
house  at  22  Kellogg  Rd.  and  my  father's  at 
221  Polikoff  Rd.  switched  hands  within 
weeks  of  being  on  the  market. 

Moving  out  for  the  first  time,  a  tricky 
issue  for  both  children  and  parents,  be- 
comes further  complicated  when  all  leave 
home  together  and  are  not  destined  for  the 
same  location.  Neither  my  brother  nor  I, 
away  at  school  when  the  houses  were  sold, 
were  certain  of  where  we  were  to  arrive. 
Nor  were  my  parents.  No  finished  home 
existed  on  my  mother's  plot  in  Michigan 
or  on  my  father's  new  farm  on  Hewins  St. 

The  farm  is  the  former  Griffiths 
property,  which  became  my  family's  new 
farm  in  large  part  due  to  the  support  of 
the  Sheffield  Land  Trust  and  the  Sheffield 
community  and  the  state  of  Massachu- 
setts' Agricultural  Preservation  Restriction 
program.  (For  more  on  how  the  APR  pro- 
gram can  preserve  Sheffield's  farm  lands 
and  rural  character,  see  page  24.)  The 
existing  farmhouse  is  too  small  to  hold  my 
father,  stepmother,  two  brothers,  sister  and 
me  when  my  brother  and  I  come  home 
for  the  holidays.  Until  a  new,  larger  house 
is  built  behind  the  farmhouse,  the  family 
space  will  be  expanded  by  the  addition  of 
a  yurt.  When  the  new  house  is  built,  the 
yurt  may  become  a  farm  store  or  quarters 
for  a  farmhand. 

Traditionally,  a  yurt  is  a  portable  felt 
dwelling  structure  used  by  nomads  in  the 
plains  of  Central  Asia.  In  the  U.S.  and 
Canada,  yurts  are  highly  engineered  and 
built  for  extreme  weather  conditions  and 
are  not  intended  to  be  moved  often.  Our 
yurt  was  shipped  from  Pacific  Yurts,  Inc., 
in  Oregon.  It's  24  feet  in  diameter,  with  an 
area  of  about  450  square  feet. 

Anxious  to  see  the  new  property,  I 
came  home  one  weekend  in  October  and 
brought  four  of  my  closest  college  friends. 
We  arrived  just  in  time  to  see  the  first 
stages  of  the  construction  of  the  new  yurt. 

Unlike  a  traditional  barn-raising,  a 
yurt-raising  requires  a  good  deal  of  techni- 
cal expertise.  It  rests  on  a  wooden  plat- 
form, built  like  a  huge  deck  directly  behind 
the  old  farmhouse.  Steve  Catsos,  a  local 

Continued  on  page  11 


Family,  friends  and  volunteers  gathered  to  lend  the  Wolfe  family  a  hand  for  Sheffield's  first 
yurt-raising  at  Cold  Spring  Farm  on  Hewins  St.    The  family  wanted  to  thank  Hewins 
excavating  and  Jim  Johnston  concrete  who  got  the  site  ready  and  Steve  andjoann  Catsos 
who  built  the  platform  which  would  he  the  floor  of  the  yurt  and  then  acted  as  the  general 
contractors  for  the  yurt-raising  itself  to  make  sure  everything  went  smoothly  (and  gener- 
ally provided  moral  and  technical  support  though  the  whole  process),  as  well  as  Old  Parish 
Church  for  providing  lunch  and  a  pot-luck  supper,  Peter  Martin,  Kathy  Orlando,  Diana 
Wallace  and  Chris  Williams  for  help  with  construction  and  all  the  unnamed  people  who 
stopped  by  to  watch  and  ended  up  pitching  in. 


builder  and  friend  of  the  family,  acted  as 
the  general  contractor  in  building  the  plat- 
form and  setting  up  the  yurt.  Excavation 
was  done  by  Mike  Hewins,  a  neighbor  and 
fellow  farmer,  and  the  piers  were  poured 
by  Jim  Johnston,  a  local  concrete  mason. 
Friends,  neighbors,  and  members  of  Old 
Parish  Church  arrived  with  food  and  spent 
the  day  watching  the  construction  and 


preparing  a  potluck  lunch.  Work  began 
early  in  the  morning  and  was  finished  by 
late  afternoon. 

The  yurt  is  "simply  our  temporary 
house  for  the  winter,"  says  my  father.  Its 
circular  floor  can  be  imagined  as  divided 
into  various  slices,  each  devoted  to  the  nec- 
essary functions  of  any  home:  a  kitchen, 
eating  space,  bedroom  and  bath.  Since 
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none  of  us  has  ever  lived  in  a  }-urt  before, 
living  there  is  a  daily  learning  experience. 
N  :  me  is  certain  what  winter  will  bring. 

None  of  the  friends  who  came  to 
Sheffield  with  me  had  seen  a  yurt  before. 
They  bring  a  diversity  of  expertise  to 
whats'home."  Renee  lives  in  Jupiter,  FL, 
an  affluent  residential  neighborhood  in 
Palm  Beach  County  Mam-  in  Denver,  by 
the  front  range  of  the  Rock)-  Mountains. 
Carmen  lives  in  Caracas,  Venezuela,  the 
boisterous  political  and  cultural  hub  of  the 
nation,  and  Bernadette  in  Brewster,  NY,  a 
friendly  suburban  town  halfway  between 
Sheffield  and  New  York  City. 

We  all  spent  a  great  part  of  the  week- 
end on  the  expansive  new  farm,  horseback 
riding,  hiking  and  climbing  haystacks, 
which  I  feared  might  be  too  much  exposure 
to  the  almost  dangerously  natural  living 
habits  of  my  family  But  my  friends  had 
an  excellent  time,  one  that  they  described 
as  peaceful  and  a  welcome  oasis  from  the 
constant  push  and  drive  of  the  university 

It  turns  out  I  now  have  three  places  to 
call  home — a  dorm  room  in  Washington, 
D.C.,  my  mothers  house  in  Michigan,  and 
a  yurt  in  Sheffield.  I'm  looking  forward  to 
coming  home  for  the  holidays  and  hearing 
about  my  family's  challenges  and  successes 
thus  far.  Sometimes  I  wish  I  was  living  in 
the  yurt  instead  of  in  a  big  city! 

— Amelia  Wolfe 


CULOTTA'S  DONATES  MONEY  FOR 
SCHOOL  SPORTS 


"Money  Does  Grow  on  Trees" 

Not  sure  how  you  are  going  to  pay  those  holiday 
credit  card  bills?  Are  rising  real  estate  taxes  get- 
ting harder  to  pay?  If  you  own  wooded  property, 
the  answer  may  be  as  close  as  your  trees. 

RJ.  Beham  Forest  Products  specializes  in  har- 
vesting trees  in  an  environmentally  sensitive 
manner.  Out  experienced  crews  are  licensed  and 
insured,  and  our  diverse  log  markets  allow  us  to 
offer  you  the  hightest  prices  for  your  standing 
timber. 

If  you  are  interested  in  a  no-cost,  no-obligation 
evaluation  of  your  forest,  give  our  licensed  for- 
ester a  call  at  (413)  229-2182,  or  stop  by  our  log 
yard  at  53  Clayton  Road,  Ashley  Falls,  MA  and 
we  will  be  happy  to  arrange  a  site  visit. 


Fred  Shaw,  Glenn  DeVoti,  Lovina  Gulotta,  Jesse  Carpenter,  Ed  Gulotta,  Dan  Gulotta, 
Tia  Shaw  and  Marianna  Gulotta  outside  Mt.  Everett  High  School  where  Gulotta's  Mobil 
presents  a  check  to  support  the  Mt.  Everett  Girls'  Basketball  program. 

COMMUNITY  SUPPORT  FOR  FAMILY  AFTER  FIRE 

The  community  has  come  to- 
gether to  support  Anne,  Howard, 
Beth  and  Tasha  Candee  after 
they  lost  their  Foley  Rd.  home  in 
afire  last  month.  From  pitching 
in  to  help  clear  the  site  so  they 
can  rebuild  their  home  to  dona- 
tions of  clothes  and  contributions 
to  funds  established  at  Salisbury 
Bank,  friends,  family  and  total 
strangers  have  been  showing 
what  it  means  to  be  part  of  a 
community.  A  series  of  benefits 
have  also  been  organized,  includ- 
ing a  recent  spaghetti  dinner  and 
bake  sale  at  the  school,  with  the 
Candees'  thanks  shown  in  the 
sign  at  the  right. 

Coming  up  on  Nov.  11:  "A 
Night  Out"  of  food  and  dancing 
at  the  Egremont  Country  Club, 
from  7pm  to  midnight.  Glenn 
Curtis  of  Audio  Sounds  will  pro- 
vide the  music.  Tickets  are  avail- 
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able  at  Gulotta's  Mobil,  Salisbury  Bank  in  Sheffield  and  Egremont  and  the  Toole  Insurance 
Agency  in  Great  Barrington.  Donations  are  $25.  The  family  has  expressed  its  incredible 
appreciation  for  the  response  and  support.  For  more  information  on  the  benefit  contact  Lisa 
Ackerman  at  229-8090.  To  contribute  to  the  funds  stop  by  the  Sheffield  branch  of  Salis- 
bury Bank. 
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Community  News 


SHEFFIELD  FIRE  DEPT.  FIRE  LOG  —Chief  Rick  Boardman 


August 

29  Burnt  food  at  561  Shunpike  Rd.  Alarm  time  2:40pm.  In  service 
2:56pm. 

30  Burnt  food  at  3  1 4  Brush  Hill  Rd.  Alarm  time  1 :48pm.  In  service 
2:10pm. 

September 

3  Mutual  aid  to  Great  Barrington  Fire  Dept.  Alarm  time  12:20pm. 
In  service  4:00pm. 

7    Car  fire  on  Clayton  Rd.  Alarm  time  1 :5 1  pm.  In  service  2:26pm. 
9    Alarm  at  2080  South  Undermountain  Rd.  Alarm  Time  I  1 :55am. 

In  service  12:44pm. 
15  Alarm  at  245  North  Undermountain  Rd.  (Berkshire  School). 

Alarm  time  9:25am.  In  service  9:28am. 
22  Burnt  food  at  245  North  Undermountain  Rd.  Alarm  time 

9:04pm.  In  service  9:54pm. 

29  Alarm  at  1375  Boardman  St.Alarm  time  3:44am.  In  service 
4:13am. 

30  Smoke  in  building  at  245  North  Undermountain  Rd.  Alarm 
time  5:41pm.  In  service  6:22pm. 

October 

4  Structure  fire  at  638  Foley  Rd.  Alarm  time  9:40pm.  In  service 
3:33am. 

6     Pole  fire.  Alarm  time  10:45am.  In  service  I  1:05am. 


6    Alarm  at  535  Egremont  Rd.  Alarm  time  2:16pm.  In  service 

2:43p.m 
6     Furnace  blowback.  Alarm  time  4:20pm.  In  service  5:14pm. 

8  Burnt  food  at  245  North  Undermountain  Rd.  Alarm  time 
1 2: 1 0am.  In  service  12:38am. 

9  Mutual  aid  to  Canaan  Fire  Dept.  for  barn  fire.  Alarm  time  5:10am. 
In  service  10:58am. 

9    Alarm  at  34  Home  Rd.  Alarm  time  9: 1 0pm.  In  service  10:08pm. 
I  I  Alarm  at  34  Home  Rd.  Alarm  time  6:40am.  In  service  7:00am. 

12  Fuel  spill.  Alarm  time  8:25am.  In  service  9:20am. 

1 3  Alarm  at  Mt.  Everett  High  School  for  burnt  bacon.  Alarm  time 
1 2: 1 6pm.  In  service  12:49pm. 

13  Assist  the  Police  Dept.  Alarm  time  8:22pm.  In  service  8:46pm. 

14  Alarm  at  2080  South  Undermountain  Rd.  Alarm  time  6:05am.  In 
service  6:08am. 

18  Alarm  at  245  North  Undermountain  Rd.  Alarm  time  1 0:1 5am.  In 
service  10:40am. 

18  Smoke  detector  activated  at  1024  Egremont  Rd.  Alarm 
time  9:52pm.  In  service  1 0:1 4pm. 

19  Alarm  at  Mt.  Everett  High  School.  Alarm  time  1:08pm.  In  service 
1:15pm. 

20  Fire  in  kitchen  at  552  Rote  Hill  Rd.  Alarm  time  7:15am.  In  service 
8:30am. 

25  Burnt  food  at  245  North  Undermountain  Rd.  Alarm  time 

12:03pm.  In  service  12:27pm. 
25  Assist  the  Police  Dept.  Alarm  time  6:06pm.  In  service  7:46pm. 


SHEFFIELD  POTTERY, Inc 

-  Holiday  Gifts  on  Sale  - 

SHOP  ONLINE  at 


www.AmercanMadePottery.com 


Retail  Pottery 
ShoMjroxynv  featurOvig^ 
Worhyby  Over  90 
A  wierLocwv  A  rtiwww 


t.  7  Sheffield    413,229.7700  OPEN   7  DAY 
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CHURCH  NEWS 

Christ  Church  Episcopal 
Services.  All  are  welcome  at  our  Thanks- 
giving Dav  sen-ice  at  10am  on  Nov.  23.  A 
TAIZE  worship  service  will  be  held  on 
Wednesday.  December  13,  at  7  pm. 

Holiday  Bazaar  and  Bake  Sale. 
Come  and  enjoy  an  elegant  tea  and  treats 
and  stock  up  on  Christmas  goodies  at 
Christ  Church  Episcopal's  5th  annual 
Holiday  Bazaar  and  Bake  Sale  on  Sat., 
Dec- 16.  Pies,  fruitcakes,  Christmas 
cookies,  candies,  peanut  brittle,  choco- 
late goodies,  jams  and  more  Christmas 
cookies  will  be  for  sale,  along  with  Christ- 
massy gift  items.  Unique  gifts  can  be 
bought  at  the  African  Team  Ministries 
table,  whose  proceeds  go  to  fund  health 
and  development  ministries  in  Africa.  For 
information,  call  the  church  at  229-8811. 

Sheffield  Food  Program 
Postal  food  drive  a  success.  Thank  you 
to  Postal  workers  and  neighbors  whose 
efforts  in  the  Sept.  21  food  drive  brought 
full  shelves  again  after  the  summer.  The 
people  of  Sheffield  donated  wonderfully. 

Holiday  wish  list.  The  Food  Pro- 
gram is  given  Thanksgiving  and  Christ- 
mas meals — including  homemade 
pumpkin  pies  from  Marion  Oleen — by 
the  Kiwanis  and  radio  station  WQQQ  in 
Lakeville.  What  the  26  families  who  are 
currently  depending  on  the  Food  Pro- 
gram could  use  as  the  holidays  approach 
and  the  kids  are  home  from  school  are 
breakfast  and  lunch  foods.  The  wish  list 
for  November  includes  juices  and  other 
drinks;  health  bars  and  breakfast  bars; 
and  popcorn  and  hot  chocolate  mixes. 
You  can  drop  donations  in  the  barrel  at 
the  Sheffield  branch  of  Berkshire  Bank 
during  business  hours. 


RELIGIOUS  SERVICES 


ASHLEY  FALLS 


WANT  TO  TEACH  ENGLISH 
ASA  SECOND  LANGUAGE? 

The  South  Berkshire  Educational  Col- 
laborative needs  volunteer  tutors  and 
classroom  assistants  to  give  support 
to  adults  in  the  southern  Berkshires 
who  want  to  learn  or  improve  their 
English.  No  previous  teaching  experi- 
ence is  required.Your  commitment 
would  be  to  attend  an  initial  training 
session  and  to  give  one  hour  each 
week  (in  the  evening)  at  your  conve- 
nience. For  information,  call  Teresa  at 
the  Collaborative  at  528-6263. 


Greenwoods  Community  Church  (non-denominational) 

355  Clayton  Road  (413)  229-8560;  parsonage  (860)  824-7442. 

Sunday:  9:30am  Sunday  School  (ages  3-adult);  10:30am  Worship  Service,  nursery  care 

provided;  Rev.  Edward  M.  Eastman  Jr.,  Pastor 

Trinity  Methodist  (United  Methodist) 

1156  Ashley  Falls  Road  (413)  229-2712.  Sunday:  9am  Service.  Pastor  Betty  LeGeyt 

GREAT  BARRINGTON ; 

Congregation  Ahavath  Shalom  (reconstructionist) 

North  Street  (413)528-4197 

Friday,  8pm  &  Saturday,  10am.  Services  are  not  held  every  week.  Schedules  are  updated 

weekly  on  the  answering  machine,  including  special  services. 

Hevreh  of  Southern  Berkshire 

270  State  Road  (413)  528-6378 

Friday:  7:30pm  Shabbat  Service;  Saturday:  10am  Shabbat  service  &  Torah  study. 

Rabbi  Deborah  Zecher,  Assistant  Rabbi  Andrew  Klein 

Trinity  Lutheran 

198  Main  Street 

(413)  528-1330.  Sunday:  9am  Sunday  Worship.  Rev.  Steve  Edmiston 

Unitarian  Universalist  Meeting  of  South  Berkshire 

Meet  at  the  United  Methodist  Church,  198  Main  Street  (413)  528-4850; 
home  (413)  528-3106.  Sunday:  5pm.  Rev.  Kathy  Duhon 

SHEFFIELD 

Christ  Church  (Episcopal) 

180  Main  Street  (413)229-8811 

Sunday:  8am  &  10am  Holy  Eucharist;  10am  Sunday  School  &  childcare;  Thursday:  10am  Holy 

Eucharist  &  Healing.  Rev.  Anne  Ryder. 

Congregation  of  Jehovah's  Witnesses 

Route  7  &  Kellogg  Road  (413)  229-8649.  The  public  is  welcome 

Faith  Baptist 

640  North  Main  Street  (413)  229-0400  Sunday:  9:45am  Sunday  School;  10:45am 
Worship  Service;  6pm  Bible  Study;  Wednesday:  7pm  Mid-week  Service;  Pastor  L.V.  Morris. 

Old  Parish  (Congregational) 

125  Main  Street  (413)  229-8173  Sunday:  10am  Worship.  Interim  Pastor:  Frances  Ruthven; 
Sunday  School,  10am 

Our  Lady  of  the  Valley  (Catholic) 

Maple  Avenue  (413)  229-3028;  Saturday:  4:00pm  Mass;  Sunday:  Sheffield  7:30am,  9am 
Masses;  Mill  River  10:30  Mass,  Rev.  John  S.  Lis 

Sheffield  Chapel  (non-denominational) 

1970  N.  Main  Street,  (413)  528-2911.  www.sheffieldchapel.org.  10:45am  Sunday  Morning 
Worship.  9:30am  Sunday  School  for  all  ages.  Tuesdays:  Group  Prayer  Time  7pm.  Pastor: 
Keith  Becker 


CARLSON  PROPANE 

Division  Of  Carlson  Heating  &  Air  Conditioning 

HEATING  SOUTHERN  BERKSHIRE  COUNTY  FOR  OVER  20  YEARS 

RESIDENTIAL  &  COMMERCIAL  ££$ 

SALES       SERVICE        INSTALLATION 

AUTOMATIC  DELIVERY 

HEAT  •  HOT  WATER  •  GENERATOR 

COOKING  •  POOL  HEATER 

(413)  229-3328  Or  (800)  542-2422 


79  Pike  Rd  Sheffield 


24  HOUR 

EMERGENCY 

SERVICE 


ATM 
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Library  News 


MEET  YOUR  LIBRARY  VOLUNTEERS 

The  Library  relies  heavily  on  its  invalu-  do  something  but  also  because  she  was 

able  force  of  volunteers  (currently  num-  brought  up  to  believe  that  it  was  impor- 

bering  seven)  to  do  various  important  tant  to  give  of  yourself.  She  feels  strongly 

tasks.  This  is  the  first  in  a  series  of  articles  that  "children  should  be  taught  the  need 
to  introduce  them  to  Library  patrons. 
Cathy  Hutchison.  Cathy,  a  small, 


THE  BUSHNELL-SAGE  LIBRARY 

(Just  off  route  7  in  Sheffield)  4 1 3-229-7004 

HOURS 

Tuesday-Thursday 

10-5 

Friday 

10-8 

Saturday 

10-5 

Sunday 

2-5 

Monday 

Closed 

energetic  and  enthusiastic  woman  with  a 
delightful  sense  of  humor,  usually  works 
at  the  Library  for  two  to  three  hours  a 
week.  Most  of  the  time,  she  can  be  seen 
pushing  a  wheeled  cart  full  of  books  to 
be  reshelved.  Until  she  retired  in  1991, 
she  lived  in  Tennessee  and  worked  at  the 
state's  Department  of  Energy.  She  has 
been  a  volunteer  for  about  five  years. 

When  asked  why  she  volunteers,  she      both  children  and  those  who  might  oth- 
responded  by  saying  (as  she  stroked  a  erwise  have  to  pick  them  up  from  school 

volume  just  before  placing  it  on  a  shelf):       early.  The  program  is  being  repeated  in 


'I  love  being  around  books — touching, 
smelling  and  even  reading  them — and  be- 
ing with  other  people  who  feel  the  same 
way."  She  thinks  the  staff  members  are 


very  good  at  what  they  do  and  enjoy  their     Storyteller,  who  entertained  her  enthusi- 
work."Most  of  the  patrons  are  really  nice      astic  audience  telling  scary  stories  about 


people  who  feel  very  comfortable  in  the 
Library.  It  is  informal,  easygoing,  friendly 
and  cheerful — a  wonderful  place  to  be," 
she  says. 

Jackie  Weaver.  Jackie,  who  lives 


to  volunteer." 

HALF-DAY  PROGRAMS  FOR  CHILDREN 

During  the  2005/2006  school  year,  New  Year's  Eve,  St.  Stephen's  Day,  Las 

the  Library  initiated  a  new  program  in  Posados  and  other  holidays, 

cooperation  with  the  Southern  Berkshire  Each  event  is  free,  starts  at  1pm  and 

Regional  School  District  that  provided         ends  at  3pm.  Parents  are  required  to 
half-day  events  at  the  Library  for  elemen-     pre-register  their  children  by  calling  June 
tary  school  children  on  afternoons  when       Wolfe  at  the  Library  at  229-7004  (ext. 

103).  Registered  children  with  permis- 
sion slips  from  parents  can  take  a  regular 
school  bus  to  the  Library,  thanks  to  the 
cooperation  of  the  Massini  and  Ormsbee 
bus  companies.  For  more  information, 
call  June. 

The  Library  thanks  the  SBRSD  for 
their  cooperation  and  support  and  the 
Friends  of  the  Bushnell-Sage  Library  for 
paying  for  the  performers.  The  Library 
is  working  to  secure  funding  that  will  al- 
low the  popular  program  to  continue  for 
spring  term  half-days  as  well. 


the  school  was  closed  for  teacher  confer- 
ences. It  proved  to  be  a  great  success  for 


the  current  school  year. 

The  first  event  this  year  was  held 
on  Oct.  4  and  attracted  30  children. 
The  principal  attraction  was  Rona  the 


Halloween,  ghosts,  goblins  and  various 
monsters. 

The  second  event  took  place  on  Nov. 
2  (after  the  Times  went  to  press)  and 
starred  Jerry  Schneider  talking  about  bats 


almost  next  door  to  the  Library,  has  been  (who,  if  you  get  to  know  them  better,  are 

a  volunteer  for  about  three  years.  Several  not  the  evil  creatures  they  are  portrayed 

mornings  a  week  she  and  her  dog  Coco  to  be).  As  of  press  time,  35  children  had 

inspect  the  garden  area  at  the  front  of  the  signed  up  to  attend. 
Library.  She  planted  many  of  the  flowers  The  third  event  is  scheduled  for 

and  now  spends  her  volunteer  time  weed-  Dec.  5  and  will  feature  magician  Debbie 

ing  the  gardens.  O'Carroll,  who  will  ask  her  audience  to 

She  says  she  volunteers  not  only  participate  in  her  celebrations  of  Christ- 

because  she  likes  gardening  and  has  to  mas,  Hanukkah,  the  first  day  of  winter, 


THE  SHEFFIELD  TIMES 
WANTS  YOU! 

Send  us  your  news,  stories 
or  photos.  Submissions  and 
suggestions  can  be  sent  to 
sheffieldtimes@hotmail.com 
or  P.O.  Box  1 339,  Sheffield,  MA 
01257 


ALFORD  FARM  REALTY,  INC. 
248  East  Road,  Alford,  MA  01266 


Joel  Weiss 

Sales  Associate 

4 13-528-4201 -Fax  413-528-5629 

Residence  413-229-8061~Fax  413-229-8078 

Email  pw213@worldnet.att.net 


Vince  Gulotta 

Licensed  Massage  Therapist 


30 


Kripalu  Bodywork  and 
Therapeutic  Massage 

413-717-1543 
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RECOMMENDED  READING 


Team  of  Rivals:  The  Political  Genius 
of  Abraham  Lincoln  by  Doris  Kearns 
Goodwin  ^Simon  &  Schuster  2005). 
What  might  have  happened  if  Abraham 
Lincoln  had  not  been  assassinated:  Obvi- 
e'll  never  know.  We  do  know  what 
happened  to  Lincoln's  successor  in  the 
White  House,  however.  Vice  President 
Andrew  Johnson  of  Tennessee  found  him- 
self in  a  hopeless  situation.  Johnson  was 
determined  to  earn"  out  Lincoln's  policies 
of  reconciliation  with  the  defeated  south 
in  opposition  to  more  radical  Republican 
leaders  in  Congress  like  Thaddeus  Stevens 
of  Pennsylvania,  who  were  equally  deter- 
mined to  treat  the  vanquished  confederacy 
as  conquered  colonies  that  by  leaving  the 
union  had  forfeited  their  rights  under  the 
Constitution. 

But  Johnson,  with  an  irascible 
temperament,  lacked  Lincoln's  humility, 
personal  grace  and  political  astuteness. 
Time  after  time  Congress  would  pass 
restrictive,  vengeful  legislation;  time 
after  time  Johnson  would  veto  it;  time 
after  time  Congress  would  override  his 
veto.  Eventually  radical  Republicans 
decided  they  had  no  recourse  other  than 
to  seek  impeachment  and  would  have 
succeeded  if  not  saved  by  the  lonely  vote 
of  a  freshman  Republican  Senator  from 
Kansas,  Edmund  G.  Ross.  The  nation, 
meanwhile,  became  fragmented,  not  just 
north  and  south,  but  north  and  north, 
into  rival  factions. 

It  is  Lincoln's  political  genius  that  is 
the  subject  of  Doris  Kearns  Goodwin's 
remarkable  biography.  At  913  pages,  it  is 
not  a  quick  read,  but  those  who  persevere 
will  be  moved,  as  was  I,  by  the  humanity 
and  skill  of  the  man  who,  more  than  any 
other  saved  the  Union. 


Goodwin's  story  focuses  on  Lincoln's 
selection  of  and  relationship  to  his  cabi- 
net. The  Constitution  makes  no  provision 
for  a  cabinet;  but  even  George  Wash- 
ington understood  it  was  impossible 
to  govern  America  without  the  advice 
and  assistance  of  gifted  men  who  could 
execute  presidential  policy.  Today,  George 
W.  Bush  has  15  cabinet  posts  along  with 
4  other  cabinet-rank  executive  positions. 
For  Lincoln,  according  to  Goodwin, 
the  issue  was  more  than  securing  the 
services  of  the  most  able  candidates. 
Lincoln  knew  there  was  also  a  political 
task.  He  had  won  the  presidency,  to  be 
sure,  but  he  was  elected  only  because  his 
better-known  primary  rivals,  William 
H.  Seward,  Salmon  P.  Chase,  Simon 
Cameron  and  Edward  Bates,  the  lead- 
ing candidates  for  the  Presidency,  had 

LIBRARY  NEWS 

Circulation  up  again!  2006  is  on  track 
to  becoming  the  Library's  busiest  year 
ever!  Through  September  circulation  was 
49,650,  compared  with  55,341  for  all  of 
2005.  The  figure  for  August  (usually  the 
busiest  month)  was  a  record  6,147. 

New  computers.  The  Library  recendy 
purchased  and  installed  three  new  personal 
computers  for  use  by  patrons.  Elegant 
gleaming  black  and  silver  machines  with 
large  flat-panel  screens,  they  replace  their 
tired  and  frail  predecessors,  which  have 
been  put  out  to  pasture.  "They  are  faster, 
more  efficient  and  pleasant  to  use  and  don't 
freeze  up,"  said  one  enthusiastic  visitor. 
Many  will  be  surprised  to  hear  that  the 
new  PCs  were  purchased  not  with  tax- 
payer money  but  solely  from  the  proceeds 
of  "voluntary  fines" — donations  made  by 
patrons  in  lieu  of  fines  for  overdue  books 


also  accumulated  legions  of  unforgiving 
enemies  in  their  years  of  political  service. 
On  the  other  hand,  they  also  had  many 
fervent  supporters  and  Lincoln  knew 
that  if  he  were  to  succeed,  he  needed  to 
build  the  talents  and  energies  of  these 
ambitious,  disparate  men  into  a  team  that 
could  truly  represent  the  varied  social  and 
political  forces  of  the  north. 

Lincoln's  skill  at  this  task,  and  his 
humanity,  is  Goodwin's  story.  In  a  time 
of  political  correctness,  when  loyalty  to 
a  predetermined  position  seems  to  be 
everything  and  people  are  accepted  or 
rejected  according  to  their  adherence  to 
that  line,  it  is  humbling  to  recall  both  the 
brilliance  and  humility  of  the  man  who 
was  arguably  the  most  gifted  president  in 
our  long  history. 

— John  G.  Wightman 


and  other  materials.  "Real"  fines  were 
abolished  last  year  because  they  seemed  to 
be  inconsistent  with  the  Library's  friendly 
atmosphere.  Patrons  now  pay  up  with 
smiles  on  their  faces. 

Gazebo  fixed.  Two  skilled  com- 
munity-service workers  have  replaced  the 
missing  and  broken  spindles  in  the  balus- 
trade surrounding  the  gazebo  in  front  of 
the  Library.  We  thank  them  for  a  job  well 
done. 


COMING  EVENTS 

Book  talk — Opera  Lover's  Cookbook  by  Francine  Segan.  Local  author  and 
celebrated  food  diva  Segan  will  discuss  and  sign  copies  of  her  new  book  and  pre- 
side over  a  food  tasting  of  some  of  its  wonderful  recipes.  Nov.  1 1  at  2pm. 

Book  talk — How  to  Talk  So  People  Listen:  Connecting  in  Today's  Work- 
place by  Sonya  Hamlin.  Prolific  author,  Emmy  Award  winner  and  talk  show  host 
Sonya  Hamlin,  the  "communicator's  communicator,"  will  discuss  her  most  recent 
book.  While  her  primary  focus  is  communicating  in  the  workplace,  anyone  who  has 
to  speak,  write  and  send  emails  to  others  will  profit  from  this  talk.  C'mon  and  listen 
up,  y'hear!  Nov.  1 8  at  2pm. 

Martin  Luther  King  Day.  The  2007  event  is  entitled  "The  Freedom  of  Baseball" 
and  will  be  presented  by  the  Library  and  the  Sheffield  Historical  Society.  See  page 
22  for  more.  January  1 5  at  I  pm. 
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Village  Green 


FROM  THE  BOARD  OF  SELECTMEN'S  MINUTES 


Televised  Board  of  Selectmen's  meet- 
ings can  also  be  seen  on  CTSB  Cable 
Channel  1 6.  Check  schedule  for  times. 
Not  all  meetings  are  televised. 


7/17 — Town  Administrator  Bob  Weitz 
reported  on  the  bids  for  summer  paving. 
All  three  bidders  were  approved  by  Mass 
Highway.  Delsignore  Blacktop  Paving  of 
Troy,  NY,  offered  $62.68  per  ton,  fol- 
lowed by  LB  Corporation  of  Lee,  MA,  at 
$64.52  per  ton,  and  Tri-Town  Paving  of 
Lee,  MA,  at  $66.27  per  ton.  A  deadline  for 
the  completion  of  the  project  was  set  for 
September  15.  After  discussion  regarding 
the  quality  of  work  expected,  the  summer 
paving  bid  was  unanimously  awarded  to 
Delsignore  Blacktop  Paving. 

As  recommended  by  Police  Chief 
Jim  McGarry,  Brian  Fahey  was  appointed 
as  a  full-time  police  officer.  As  requested 
by  Planning  Board  Chair  Rene  Wood, 
Don  Ward  was  appointed  as  the  Plan- 
ning Board's  alternate  member  for  special 
permits.  As  requested  by  Rae  Eastman, 
Carl  Schumann  and  Grace  Campbell  were 
appointed  to  the  Senior  Center  Design 
Committee,  which  will  review  applications 
by  architecture  firms;  a  building  committee 
will  be  appointed  at  a  later  date. 

The  Board  selected  members  of 
Sheffield's  first  Agricultural  Commis- 
sion, created  by  a  vote  at  last  May's  town 
meeting:  Morven  Allen,  James  Larkin, 
Jim  Kelly,  Bruce  Howden,  Louis  Aragi,  Jr., 
Kathy  Orlando  and  Dominic  Palumbo, 
with  Ruth  Ziegler  as  alternate.  Terms  will 
extend  through  June  2007. 

The  board  decided  to  hire  Tighe 
and  Bond  of  Easthampton  to  review  the 
Kradel  gravel  bed  permit  and  make  sure  all 
requirements  are  being  met. 

Tony  Sheldon  of  189  Kelsey  Rd. 
requested  permission  to  install  a  two-inch 
conduit  for  cable  service  under  Kelsey  Rd. 
Permission  was  granted  subject  to  certain 
conditions:  all  work  is  subject  to  approval 
by  the  Highway  Superintendent;  the  loca- 
tion of  the  conduit  would  be  permanently 
marked  on  both  sides  of  the  road;  and  their 
location  would  be  registered  with  Dig  Safe. 

Selectman  Jim  Collingwood  expressed 
concern  about  a  junkyard  on  Home  Rd. 
He  will  investigate  and  discuss  it  at  a  future 
meeting.  Selectman  Julie  Hannum  dis- 
cussed the  parking  area  for  the  Town  Hall. 
Administrator  Weitz  will  contact  Tom 
Ingersoll  to  discuss  a  design  for  the  parking 
area.  Selectman  Hannum  also  discussed  the 


amount  of  work  in  the  Building  Inspector's 
office  and  suggested  it  be  reviewed  more 
carefully  during  next  budget  season. 

After  meeting  in  executive  session  to 
discuss  collective  bargaining,  the  Board 
voted  to  accept  the  terms  of  the  contract 
with  the  Police  Association  that  runs  from 
July  1,  2006,  to  June  30,  2009. 

8/7 — Finance  Committee  Chair- 
man David  Steindler  reported  that  the 
original  budget  from  the  School  Commit- 
tee reflected  estimated  receipts  from  the 
State  of  Massachusetts  Chapters  70  and 
71.  At  the  time,  it  was  agreed  that  if  any 
additional  receipts  were  received  from  the 
state,  they  would  be  returned  to  the  town 
to  reduce  Sheffield's  portion  of  the  school 
assessment.  The  same  situation  occurred 
last  year,  but  the  funds  were  not  used  to 
reduce  the  assessment.  After  discussion, 
the  Finance  Committee  (in  attendance  at 
the  meeting)  and  the  Board  of  Selectmen 
voted  to  send  a  letter  to  the  school  district 
requesting  that  the  excess  funds  be  used  to 
reduce  Sheffield's  assessment. 

Administrator  Weitz  received  letters 
of  resignation  from  Bob  Pasqualina,  Plan- 
ning Board  Alternate  for  Special  Permits; 
Carolyn  Ullrich,  Emergency  Management 
Service  Staff;  Edward  Pickcrt,  Highway 
Department;  and  David  Steindler,  In- 
dustrial Development  Commission.  The 
Board  asked  that  a  letter  be  sent  to  each 
thanking  them  for  their  service  to  the  town. 

Bill  Gillooly  was  appointed  to  the 
Planning  Board. 

A  letter  was  received  from  the  Con- 
servation Commission  requesting  a  sixth 
member  and  suggesting  one  of  the  follow- 
ing be  appointed:  Ted  Pitman;  Norman 
Schnayer;  Frank  Barros.  Conservation 
Commission  Chair  Jaime  Pomeroy  will 
contact  them  to  attend  the  next  Selectmen's 
meeting  to  discuss  their  qualifications. 
Selectman  Collingwood  will  abstain  from 
the  appointment  because  of  a  property  sale 
between  himself  and  Frank  Barros. 

Some  35  poll  workers  were  appointed 
for  the  November  of  2007  election  season. 
In  a  letter,  Anthony  and  Patricia  Barelli 
requested  permission  to  bow  hunt  in  the 
town  park  and  bow  and/or  shotgun  hunt 
in  the  town  forest,  which  was  granted. 


The  Board  granted  an  antique  license  to 
Reginald  Madison  at  1695  North  Main  St. 

Selectman  Collingwood  discussed  a 
property  on  Home  Rd.  that  is  in  violation 
of  by-laws  regarding  the  number  of  cars  on 
the  property.  The  issue  will  be  turned  over 
to  the  Police  Chief  and  the  Zoning  En- 
forcement Officer  for  review  and  possible 
enforcement. 

Selectman  Hannum  addressed  a  letter 
from  the  Planning  Board  concerning  how 
to  better  support  the  Zoning  Enforce- 
ment Officer/ Building  Inspector.  [One  of 
the  warrant  articles  for  the  special  town 
meeting  proposes  expanding  the  Building 
Inspector's  hours.  Complaints  about  zoning 
enforcement  are  typically  made  to  the  Plan- 
ning Board,  which  has  no  authority  over 
enforcement.  The  Planning  Board  has  seen 
several  cases  of  business  owners  not  follow- 
ing the  town's  procedures  for  permitting 
and  operation.]  Discussion  ensued  regard- 
ing creating  a  "Doing  Business  in  Sheffield" 
document  that  would  make  it  easier  for 
business  owners  to  understand  their  obliga- 
tions. Planning  Board  Chair  Rene  Wood 
will  work  on  coordinating  efforts  with  the 
Zoning  Board  and  Zoning  Enforcement 
Officer  on  the  creation  of  the  document. 

Selectman  Hannum  inquired  why 
some  boards  and  commissions  (including 
the  Board  of  Selectmen)  receive  a  stipend 
and  some  do  not. 

8/16 — The  Board  appointed  Law- 
rence Allen  O'Brien  Jr.  as  custodian  for  the 
Town  Hall  and  Police  Department. 
To  discuss  safety  and  other  issues  concern- 
ing the  library  driveway  off  Route  7,  the 
Library  Trustees,  William  Camp  and  Bar- 
bara Davidson  and  property  abutters  were 
invited  to  the  meeting.  Chairman  David 
Macy  listed  issues  that  need  to  be  resolved: 
safety  concerns;  liability  issues;  right  of  way 
issue;  and  a  corner  of  a  building  on  town 
property. 

According  to  Davidson's  plot  plan, 
the  apartment  building  owned  by  her 
and  Camp  encroaches  two  inches  onto 
town  property.  Davidson  pointed  out  the 
building  has  been  there  for  many  years  and 
asked  why  it  is  a  problem  now.  Selectman 
Hannum  stated  that  there  are  safety  issues 
with  cars  backing  out  into  a  driveway  used 


-"  le  going  to  the  library.  Davidson 
said  that  speeding  is  a  problem.  Discussion 
ensued  regarding  the  installation  of  speed 
bumps  in  the  driveway.  Davidson  is  con- 
cerned that  issues  with  parking  will  cause 
her  to  lose  tenants.  Davidson  stated  that  the 
driveway  is  a  right  of  way,  submitting  papers 
she  obtained  from  the  Registry  of  Deeds. 

Librarv  Trustee  Peter  Rowntree 
shared  a  survey  of  the  property  done  by  the 
town  that  shows  the  encroachment  of  the 
building  onto  town  land  is  two  feet.  Library 
Trustee  Bern-  LeGeyt  stated  that  these 
issues  have  been  going  on  for  many  years. 
The  Trustees  are  concerned  with  safety  and 
have  investigated  other  options  for  library 
access,  but  none  was  found. 

Library  Trustee  Susan  Young  brought 
up  the  idea  of  altering  the  parking  system 
from  parallel  to  perpendicular,  but  it  would 
not  allow  the  needed  number  of  parking 
spaces.  In  further  discussion,  it  was  pro- 
posed that  parking  not  be  allowed  within 
a  certain  number  of  feet  of  Route  7.  That 
would  allow  a  car  to  pull  into  the  driveway 
completely  off  Route  7  before  anyone  back- 
ing into  the  driveway  would  be  a  problem. 
Installation  of  a  curb  along  the  driveway 
was  also  discussed. 

A  land  transfer  between  the  town  and 
Camp /Davidson  was  considered,  a  step 
that  would  need  approval  in  a  Town  Meet- 
ing. Alternative  parking  sites  for  Camp/ 
Davidson  are  difficult  due  to  the  topogra- 
phy of  their  property  and  the  location  of 
septic  fields  in  the  front  yard. 

Selectman  Hannum  asked  how  many 
parking  spaces  are  used  for  Davidsons 
bakery  business.  Davidson  said  that  most 
of  her  business  takes  place  at  farmers' 
markets  and  it  slows  down  in  the  winter. 
Hannum  also  noted  that  the  crosswalk  sign 
is  difficult  to  navigate  when  you're  turning 
into  the  library  driveway  and  would  like  to 
investigate  moving  the  crosswalk  closer  to 
the  center  of  the  town. 

Administrator  Weitz  will  contact 
Town  Counsel  to  determine  any  difference 
in  liability  issues  between  a  town  road  and 
a  town  driveway. 

It  was  agreed  to  research  and  revisit 
these  issues  in  a  meeting  in  three  or  four 
weeks. 

8/21 — A  Verizon  utility  placement 
on  Rannapo  Road  will  be  submitted  to  the 
highway  superintendent  for  approval. 

The  fiscal  year  07  solid  waste  user  fee 
was  set  at  $84  for  residential  and  $56  for 
those  over  age  70. 


Chairman  Macy  said  that  the  place- 
ment of  signs  within  town  has  become  a 
problem.  In  the  past,  requests  were  made  to 
the  Board  of  Selectmen  but  that  is  not  hap- 
pening now.  The  Police  Dept.  has  removed 
some  signs.  Macy  would  like  to  have  a 
polity  for  placing  signs  and  perhaps  a  zon- 
ing by-law.  The  Board  decided  that  anyone 
wishing  to  place  a  sign  on  town  property 
must  obtain  a  no-cost  permit  from  the 
Board.  Permit  forms  will  be  developed  for 
review  at  the  next  meeting. 

Administrator  Weitz  was  appointed  as 
Sheffield's  representative  to  the  Transpor- 
tation Advisory  Committee.  Chief  Mc- 
Garry  was  appointed  to  the  Senior  Center 
Design  Committee.  The  Conservation 
Commission  appointment  was  tabled  until 
the  next  meeting. 

A  letter  received  from  the  Massachu- 
setts Municipal  Association  announced  an 
essay  contest  for  sixth  graders.  Selectman 
Hannum  volunteered  to  be  the  liaison 
between  the  school  and  the  Board  for  the 
contest.  The  Board  will  contact  the  School 
Superintendent. 

Selectman  Collingwood  asked  about 
road-line  painting.  Administrator  Weitz 
said  that  it  would  be  done  when  paving 
was  completed.  Chairman  Macy  suggested 
finding  someone  to  supervise  the  road  pav- 
ing. Weitz  said  he  will  look  into  it. 

Hannum  said  that  Weitz  had  present- 
ed a  draft  design  to  the  Board  regarding  the 
parking  area  for  Town  Hall.  Work  could 
start  this  fall,  with  planting  completed  next 
year.  Hannum  also  noted  that  she  has  re- 
ceived many  complaints  about  speeding  on 
County  Rd.  on  weekends.  The  Police  Chief 
will  be  informed. 

Carl  Schumann  inquired  about  the 
electrical  lines  in  Village  Green  being 
placed  underground.  Selectman  Macy 
stated  the  cost  to  bury  the  lines  was  exces- 
sive. Discussion  ensued  about  the  location 
of  the  lines  and  funding  for  the  long- de- 
layed Village  Green  project. 

9/05— The  safety  of  the  Route  7/He- 
wins  St.  intersection  has  been  a  concern. 
Administrator  Weitz  read  a  letter  received 
by  Mass  Highway  that  said  they  will  take 
no  action  regarding  the  intersection  at  this 
time.  He  will  contact  Mass  Highway  to 
see  if  they  will  make  that  part  of  the  road  a 
no-passing  zone. 

A  letter  received  from  Catherine 
Miller  suggested  that  the  Town  Hall  park- 
ing lot  include  a  kiosk,  bike  rack,  and  public 
restrooms.  Anyone  interested  in  working 


on  a  committee  to  investigate  the  installa- 
tion of  public  restrooms  should  contact  the 
Selectman's  office. 

Following  the  recommendation  of 
Conservation  Commission  Chair  Jaime 
Pomeroy,  the  Board  appointed  Ted  Pit- 
tman  to  the  Conservation  Commission. 
Chairman  Macy  stated  that  the  commis- 
sion is  doing  a  good  job.  Pomeroy  noted 
that  there  still  is  a  vacancy  to  be  filled. 

The  Board  appointed  Catherine  Mill- 
er, Thomas  Carmody  and  Lovina  Gulotta 
to  the  Senior  Center  Design  Committee. 
In  a  letter,  Thomas  Ackerman  and  Russell 
Webb,  both  of  Polikoff  Rd.,  asked  permis- 
sion to  bow  hunt  in  the  Town  Park  and 
shotgun,  bow  and  black  powder  hunt  in 
the  town  forest,  which  was  granted. 
The  Board  voted  to  approve  a  form  for 
getting  permission  to  post  signs  on  town 
property. 

Selectman  Collingwood  asked  about 
water  for  the  building  in  the  town  park. 
Administrator  Weitz  will  investigate. 

Selectman  Hannum  and  Administra- 
tor Weitz  will  prepare  a  display  table  about 
town  business  for  Sheffield  in  Celebration. 
Chairman  Macy  hoped  everyone  would 
attend  the  event. 

Marty  Brunnschweiler  asked  that  tree 
branches  be  trimmed  over  the  road  to  the 
covered  bridge.  Chairman  Macy  said  that 
the  highway  department  will  look  into  it 
and  that  discussions  on  the  state  of  the 
road  to  the  bridge  have  been  on-going. 
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SHEFFIELD'S  TOWN  WEB  SITE 
www.sheffieldma.gov  or  www.townofsheffield.com 


PLANNING  BOARD  NEWS 


In  September  and  October:  The  Plan- 
ning Board  endorsed  a  Form  A  (ap- 
proval not  required  for  development) 
for  Scott  and  Angel  Rote  for  property 
on  Egremont-Sheffield  Rd.  (See  page 
24  for  more.) 

The  Form  A  for  Don  Perry's  prop- 
erty on  Salisbury  Rd.  was  withdrawn 
by  the  applicant's  representative,  Mike 
Parson. 

The  Board  approved  the  special 
permit  of  James  and  Margaret  Larkin 
for  creating  a  building  lot  on  their 
property  on  Sheffield-Egremont  Rd. 
No  conditions  were  attached  or  waiv- 
ers granted.  The  20-day  appeal  process 
ran  its  course  without  any  appeal 
being  filed.  The  special  permit  was  en- 
dorsed by  the  Town  Clerk  and  granted 
on  Oct.  23. 

The  Board  received  and  accepted 
the  finished  product  of  its  zoning  by- 
law review  subcommittee  at  its  Oct.  3 
meeting.  The  Board  thanked  subcom- 
mittee members  and  Tom  Matuszko 
of  Berkshire  Regional  Planning  Com- 
mission for  their  extraordinary  com- 
mitment, dedication  and  work  ethic. 
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The  Planning  Board  also  reviewed 
language  for  several  other  Zoning  By- 
Law  changes.  The  public  hearings  on 
these  revisions  were  held  on  Nov.  1  in 
preparation  for  a  special  Town  Meeting 
Dec.  4.  (See  the  cover  story.) 

The  Board  had  several  inquiries 
regarding  which  uses  are  permitted  by 
right  or  by  special  permit  in  the  various 
zoning  districts,  how  to  proceed  with 
a  special  permit  application  and  when 
a  special  permit  is  needed.  One  such 
inquiry  prompted  the  Board  to  review 
its  own  guidelines  regarding  inquiries 
made  by  citizens  or  lawyers  outside  of 
Board  meetings. 

The  Board  continued  its  review  of 
its  Form  A  form  and  procedures  and 
will  soon  schedule  a  public  hearing  on 
this  change.  In  addition,  Bill  Gillooly 


was  appointed  alternate  delegate  to 
Berkshire  Regional  Planning  Commis- 
sion by  the  Board  of  Selectmen.  The 
Board  also  attended  to  Board-related 
matters  such  as  members'  reports  and 
board  expenditures. 

Board  meetings  are  usually  the 
1st  and  3rd  Tuesday  of  the  month  at 
7:30pm  in  the  1st  floor  conference 
room,  Town  Hall.  In  November,  they 
will  be  on  November  14  and  21.  All 
meetings  are  posted  and  open  to  the 
public.  — Rene  Wood 


Transfer  Station  Hours 

Tuesdays  &  Fridays:  lpm-4pm 

Saturdays:  8am-4pm 

Sundays:  8:30am-2pm 


SMART  GROWTH  GRANT  AND  MASTER  PLAN  UPDATE 

The  Smart  Growth  Technical  Assistance  Grant  for  Fiscal  Year  2006  ends  Dec. 
3  I .  Sheffield  was  not  among  the  seven  Berkshire  towns  to  receive  another  such 
grant  for  FY  2007.  While  its  application  was  strong,  the  fact  that  Sheffield  had  al- 
ready received  two  Smart  Growth  grants  totalling  $50,000  may  have  lessened  its 
chances  for  a  third  grant.  (For  four  of  the  Berkshire  towns  receiving  grants,  this 
grant  is  their  first.)  It  is  anticipated  the  town  will  submit  an  application  when  the 
next  round  of  grants  are  announced. 

Work  on  the  current  grant  is  winding  down. The  Zoning  By-Law  Review  sub- 
committee finished  its  work  (see  Planning  Board  News,  above,  and  cover  story). 

The  Master  Plan  Implementation  Advisory  Committee  and  its  two  subcom- 
mittees continue  to  make  progress.  A  December  update  to  the  Board  of  Select- 
men and  Planning  Board  will  complete  the  grant  requirements. 

The  Open  Space  and  Recreation  subcommittee  is  continuing  its  work  on  the 
Open  Space  and  Recreation  Plan,  making  sure  it  meets  state  requirements  and 
reviewing  conservation  priorities  to  develop  a  five-year  plan.  Once  the  review 
is  completed,  a  draft  will  be  published  for  public  comment.The  draft  should  be 
out  by  the  end  of  the  year,  with  comment  and  meetings  after  the  holidays. Those 
working  on  the  plan  have  included  Tammy  Blackwell,  Bill  Connell,  Anna  James,  Jim 
Kelly,  Peter  Kinne, Jimmy  Larkin, Twiggs  Myers,  Kathy  Orlando.Andy  Petersen,  Don 
Ward  and  John  Wightman. 

The  Housing  subcommittee,  with  Peter  Cherneff,  Frank  Garretson.Anna 
James,  John  James  and  Kathy  Orlando,  expanded  its  roster  by  adding  Glenn 
DeVoti,  Maggie  Martin  (Secretary),  Paul  O'Brien,  Annie  Ryder  and  Don  Ward. 
The  subcommittee  is  reviewing  strategies  for  addressing  Sheffield's  housing 
needs  and  visiting  town  properties  to  see  if  anything  the  town  currently  owns 
might  be  appropriate  for  housing.The  subcommittee  also  continues  to  explore 
how  other  communities  have  successfully  provided  for  housing  and  is  inves- 
tigating possible  partnerships  with  the  Southern  Berkshire  Regional  School 
District  and  local  organizations  like  theTri-Corners  Community  Development 
Corporation  and  Community  Land  Trust  in  the  Southern  Berkshires. 

Meetings  of  both  subcommittees  are  posted  at  Town  Hall  and  open  to 
the  public.  — Rene  Wood  &  Kathy  Orlando 
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TOWN  CLERK 

Licensing.  Hunting 'sporting  and  fish- 
ing licenses  and  stamps  for  2007  are 
available  during  regular  business  hours 
bv  rrud-Xovember.  Please  note  that 
there  are  some  changes  for  the  2007 
licensing  season.  When  purchasing  a 
license  for  yourself  or  on  behalf  of  some- 
one else,  the  prior  year's  license  or  dupli- 
cate needs  to  be  presented.  If  you  do  not 
have  the  previous  license,  you  will  need 
proof  of  a  hunter  safety  course.  Firearms 
Identification  (FID)  cards  are  no  longer 
acceptable.  Without  any  evidence  we 
will  not  be  able  to  issue  a  license. 

Shotgun  season  for  deer  is  Nov.  27 
to  Dec.  9  this  year,  with  bow  hunting 
season  Oct.  16  to  Nov.  25  and  muzzle- 
loader  season  Dec.  11  to  Dec.  30. 
There  is  no  hunting  on  Sunday.  Hunt- 
ing hours  are  generally  from  one-half 
hour  before  sunrise  to  one-half  hour 
after  sunset.  Hunting  is  not  permit- 
ted within  500  feet  of  any  dwelling  or 
building  except  as  authorized  by  the 
owner  or  occupant,  nor  within  150  feet 
of  any  state  or  hard-surfaced  highway. 

For  more  information,  check  the 
2006  Mass  Wildlife  Abstracts,  avail- 

SENIOR  CENTER 

Architect  chosen  for  new  center. 

At  the  Selectmen's  meeting  Oct.  23, 
Reinhardt  Associates  of  Agawam,  MA, 
was  chosen  to  be  architect  and  builder 
of  the  new  Senior  Center  to  be  built  on 
the  land  adjacent  to  the  American  Le- 
gion Hall  on  land  donated  to  the  town 
for  that  purpose.  Reinhardt  Associates 
was  the  first  choice  of  the  Architect 
Selection  Committee. 

The  Selectmen  also  appointed  nine 
people  to  the  Building  Committee  to 
work  with  Reinhardt  Associates:  Laura 
Gruenfeld,  Mary  Joch,  Jim  McGarry, 
Bruce  Philbrick,  Carl  Schumann.  Dave 
Smith,  Sr.,  Pete  Traub,  Joe  Wilkinson 
and  Rene  Wood. 

Christmas  luncheon  set.  The  holi- 
day luncheon  and  concert  at  the  high 
school  will  be  on  Tues.,  Dec.  12. 

Holiday  schedule.  The  Senior 
Center  will  be  closed  Thanksgiving 
Day,  Nov.  23,  and  Fri.,  Nov.  24,  It  will 
also  be  closed  Fri.,  Dec.  22,  and  on 
Christmas  Day,  Mon.,  Dec.  25.  Meals 
on  wheels  will  be  delivered  on  both 
Fridays,  however. 


able  at  the  Town  Clerk's  office,  call  the 
Division  of  Fisheries  and  Wildlife  at 
413-447-9789  or  visit  www.masswild- 
life.org.  Sheffield  is  in  Deer  Zone  3. 
Dog  licenses.  Licenses  for  2006 
are  still  available.  If  you  reside  in  Shef- 
field at  least  30  days  of  the  year  or 
have  a  dog  six  months  of  age  or  older, 
that  dog  is  required  to  be  licensed. 
The  cost  is  $4  for  a  spayed/neutered 
dog,  $10  for  intact  dogs.  Licenses  are 


renewable  annually  in  the  spring. 

Annual  census.  The  2007  Annual 
Street  List  (Census)  will  go  out  the  first 
week  of  January. 

Voting  news.  The  Town  of  Sheffield 
will  be  holding  a  Special  Town  Meeting 
on  Mon.,  Dec.  4,  at  7pm.  The  deadline 
to  register  to  vote  at  this  meeting  is  Fri., 
Nov.  24  from  9am-8pm  at  the  Town 
Clerk's  office.  As  always,  the  Town  Clerk's 
office  is  open  daily  for  voter  registration. 


SENIOR  CENTER  DIRECTOR  RESIGNS 


Rae  Eastman,  director  of  Sheffield's 
Senior  Center  since  1999,  has  submit- 
ted her  resignation,  but  will  remain  as 
director  until  a  replacement  is  found. 
The  director  acts  as  facilitator  for 
programs  of  the  center  and  the  Council 
on  Aging.  The  job  is  a  part-time  posi- 
tion, about  19  hours  a  week,  and  pays 
around  $15,000.  Applicants  should 


have  good  interpersonal  and  organiza- 
tion skills  and  a  sincere  desire  to  help 
Sheffield's  elders. 

For  more  information,  see  Town 
Hall  or  the  application  online  at  www. 
sheffieldma.gov.  The  deadline  for  ap- 
plying is  Nov.  8. 

Rae's  wishes  for  her  successor  are 
below. 


To  the  new  Director  of  the  Senior  Center, 

Although  I  don't  yet  know  who  you  are,  I  want  to  give  you  a  warm  welcome  to  a 
Senior  Center  that  has  been  at  the  heart  of  the  community  for  over  30  years.  Soon 
it  will  move  into  its  own  building  and  proudly  begin  a  new  era  of  serving  the  seniors 
of  Sheffield. 

Much  will  be  possible  in  the  new  space  that  has  not  been  possible  at  Dewey  Hall: 
art  and  crafts  and  other  activities,  a  lounge  for  seniors  to  socialize  with  each  other, 
outdoor  space  to  use  for  gardens  and  games,  storage  space,  privacy  for  clinics  and 
other  meetings,  and  a  hall  for  coffee  hour  or  a  tea  party. 

The  job  is  one  you  will  make  your  own,  with  both  your  own  imagination  and  the 
good  will  of  many  seniors  to  guide  you.  Each  director  has  brought  something  different  to 
the  job,  so  there  is  no  blueprint — more  of  a  calico  to  bring  new  colors  to. 

Which  is  not  to  say  there  aren't  heavy,  ongoing  responsibilities:  an  annual  state 
grant  to  write  and  report  on;  an  annual  report  to  the  town;  weekly  bills  to  take 
care  of;  monthly  programs  to  plan  and  newsletters  to  write;  budgets  to  project  and 
balance,  information  and  publicity  to  prepare  and  dispense;  relationships  with  town 
offices  to  maintain  as  well  as  a  regional  group  to  interact  with;  individuals  to  advise 
and  many  other  concerns. 

Barbara  Fletcher,  the  center's  assistant  director,  will  be  your  right  hand  and  at 
your  left  must  be  a  computer,  which  will  serve  you  well.  It  helps  to  have  ease  as  a 
public  speaker,  fluency  as  a  writer  and  some  experience  with  local  and  state  laws, 
but  mostly  you'll  want  flexibility,  planning  skills  and  a  sympathetic  ear.  It  wouldn't 
hurt  to  have  a  sense  of  humor  and  a  great  deal  of  what  I  wish  you  now... 

Good  luck,  Rae 


ASSESSORS 

Property  tax  exemptions.  Real  estate  property  exemptions  are  now  being  accepted 
by  the  Assessors  for  the  following  property  exemptions:  Clause  1 7C,  widow/sur- 
viving spouse/minor  child;  Clause  37C,  blind;  Clause  22,  veterans;  and  Clause  4IC, 
senior  (age  65  or  older). To  apply,  contact  the  Assessors  office  for  eligibility  require- 
ments.Taxpayers  previously  eligible  for  tax  exemptions  will  be  receiving  their  forms 
shortly.  Exemption  forms  are  available  at  the  town  website  at  www.sheffieldma.gov/ 
Pages/SheffieldMA_Assessor.  For  questions,  call  229-7001  between  9am  and  Ipm. 
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Organizations  &  Businesses 


LOCAL  CURRENCY  LAUNCHED 

Over  400  people  gathered  at  the  Mahaiwc  Performing  Arts 
Center  on  Sept.  29  for  the  launching  of  BerkShares,  the  new 
local  currency  of  the  Berkshire  region.  Emceed  by  State  Rep- 
resentative William  "Smitty"  Pignatelli,  the  program,  which 
included  local  dancers  and  singers,  brought  the  crowd  to  their 
feet  more  than  once. 

According  to  Susan  Witt,  administrator  of  the  new  pro- 
gram, more  than  $100,000  worth  of  BerkShares  are  already  in 
circulation  and  over  150  South  County  businesses  have  signed 
up  to  accept  them.  As  of  press  time,  1 1  Sheffield  businesses 
were  listed  as  accepting  the  currency:  Barrett  Tree  Services, 
Birch  Hill  Bed  and  Breakfast,  Campo  De'Fiori,  Carpetclean, 
Hayes  Happy  Dog  Day  Care  and  Training,  Kali  Ray  TriYoga, 
Michael  Advocate  Skeet-Shooting,  Moon  in  the  Pond  Farm, 
Neighborgoods,  Orchard  Shade,  and  Webster  Ingersoll.  Susan 
McCaw-Ingersoll  is  on  Berkshares'  Board  of  Directors. 

BerkShares  are  printed  in  1,  5,  10,  20,  and  50  denomina- 
tions. Each  note  features  the  portrait  of  a  "Berkshire  Hero" — 
the  Mohicans  of  Stockbridge,  W.E.B.  Du  Bois,  Robyn  Van  En, 
Herman  Melville  and  Norman  Rockwell — paired  with  a  work 
by  a  local  artist.  Sheffield  is  well  represented  among  the  art- 
ists. Landscape  artist  Bart  Elsbach,  a  member  of  the  Sheffield 
Planning  Board,  is  paired  with  the  Mohicans  of  Stockbridge. 
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CATERING 

All  Size  Parties 


Specialized  Sandwiches, 
Soups,  Salads  &  Homemade  Foods 

lottery  •  Beer  •  Wine  Groceries 

139  South  Main  St.,  Sheffield,  MA 
413-229-6610 


Warner  Friedman,  an  award-winning  painter  whose  studio 
is  in  Sheffield,  is  paired  with  Herman  Melville.  Painter  Joan 
Griswold,  who  lived  in  Sheffield  and  was  on  the  boards  of  the 
Sheffield  Art  League  and  Sheffield  Land  Trust  before  moving 
to  Great  Barrington,  is  paired  with  Normal  Rockwell. 

The  purpose  of  BerkShares,  according  to  its  user  guide,  is 
to  "function  on  a  local  scale  the  same  way  that  national  curren- 
cies have  functioned  on  a  national  scale — building  the  local 
economy  by  maximizing  circulation  of  trade  within  a  defined 
region."  The  guide  goes  on  to  explain  that  local  currencies  were 
widely  used  in  the  U.S.  100  years  ago  and  are  "again  being  rec- 
ognized as  a  tool  for  sustainable  economic  development." 

People  who  choose  to  use  BerkShares  make  a  conscious 
commitment  to  buy  local,  strengthening  our  regional  economy 
and  favoring  locally  owned  businesses  and  jobs.  They  also 
receive  in  effect  a  10  percent  discount  from  participating 
merchants,  since  90  federal  dollars  buy  100  BerkShares.  Berk- 
Shares. Exchange  Banks  include  The  Salisbury  Bank  and  Trust 
company  branches  in  South  Egremont  and  Sheffield,  and  the 
Lee  Bank,  the  Pittsfield  Co-op  Bank  and  the  Berkshire  Bank 
branch  in  Great  Barrington. 

New  businesses  are  invited  and  encouraged  to  join.  Go  to 
www.BerkShares.org.  — John  G.  Wightman 


Solutions5"1 

Serving  the  community  with 
a  vast  array  of  financial  services 
and  trusted  guidance  to  help  you 

achieve  your  financial  goals. 


www.berkshirebank.com 

103  North  Main  Street 

Sheffield,  MA 

(413)229-8516 


Member  FDIC 


Member  DIF 
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KIWANIS  NEWS 

Thanks  for  the  support.  Once  again,  Kiwanis  thanks 
community  members  for  their  support.  Both  our  major 
projects — the  Steak  Roast  on  Sept.  9  and  the  Radiothon 
on  Oct.  20 — were  successful  only  to  the  extent  that  our 
friends  attended  or  contributed  to  those  events.  In  spite  of 
the  threatening  storm  on  Steak  Roast  Saturday,  the  "faith- 
ful" stood  strong  and  lined  up  for  the  tasty  meal  nearly  300 
strong!  With  some  hast)'  improvisation,  nearly  all  patrons 
were  seated  under  some  kind  of  shelter.  The  close  quarters 
hopefully  encouraged  greater  fellowship.  In  splitting  the 
Steak  profits  with  the  Sheffield  Fire  Dept.,  Kiwanis  was 
able  to  present  a  check  for  $2,750  to  Hose  Co.  #  1  for  their 
building  fund. 

We  don't  have  a  final  count  on  the  donations  pledged 
during  the  Radiothon,  but  response  was  better  than  expected. 
This  fund-raiser  has  traveled  around  the  calendar  the  past  few 
years,  and  we  now  think  October  is  a  good  time  for  it. 

Awards.  Two  major  awards  were  announced  and  pre- 
sented at  the  Kiwanis  Installation/ Awards  Dinner  in  late 
September  at  the  Egremont  Country  Club.  Phyllis  Pickert 
was  chosen  Kiwanian  of  the  Year  and  Joe  Wilkinson  was 
named  Citizen  of  the  Year.  Both  received  plaques,  and  Joe 
got  the  usual  State  House  proclamation  from"Smitty"  Pig- 
natelli.  One  of  the  annual  scholarships  is  named  each  year 
for  the  "Citizen,"  so  Joe  will  be  on  hand  at  the  banquet  in 
June  to  present  the  $1,200  to  the  honored  student. 

Halloween  at  the  schools.  Some  new  Halloween  events 
were  sponsored  by  Kiwanis  last  month.  Members  aided 
the  Monument  Mountain  Key  Club  and  Builder's  Club 
with  their  Haunted  House  on  Oct.  27  at  the  Muddy  Brook 
Elementary  School.  The  next  evening  our  club,  led  by  Cathy 
Finkle,  hosted  a  Halloween  party  in  the  Mt.  Everett  School 
Cafeteria.  With  seasonal  decorations  and  plenty  of  games  to 
play,  the  costumed  youngsters  had  a  great  time  and  plenty  to 
eat.  We  plan  to  make  both  this  Oct.  holiday  and  a  December 
Christmas  Party  annual  events  on  the  Kiwanis  Calendar. 

Roadside  cleanup.  On  Nov.  5,  many  of  our  members 
joined  with  Key  Clubbers  and  Builder's  Club  members  for  a 
community  service  day,  doing  roadside  cleanup  in  Monterey, 
New  Marlborough,  Sheffield,  Great  Barrington  and  Egremont. 
More  such  service  days  are  planned  throughout  the  year.  Dave 
Smith  and  other  officers  have  met  with  officials  of  these  five 


towns,  and  Cathy  Finkle  has  prepared  and  sent  a  community 
survey  form  to  get  suggestions  on  additional  needs. 

Although  our  regular  Litter  Patrol  ended  in  October, 
our  kitchen  crew  was  on  hand  at  the  Breaking  Bread  Soup 
Kitchen  at  St.  Peter's  Center  in  Great  Barrington  on  Thurs- 
day, Nov.  2.  We  are  only  scheduled  about  every  two  months 
now  since  more  organizations  are  participating. 

Bowling.  The  annual  bowling  tournament  at  Cove 
Lanes  in  Great  Barrington  will  take  place  the  first  three 
weekends  in  November.  In  addition  to  sharing  some  of  the 
team  fees,  our  members  work  a  50/50  raffle  with  coveted 
second-prize  goodie  baskets.  Pat  Hardisty  has  been  creating 
these  gifts  since  the  tourney  started.  We  also  receive  funds 
from  the  "brackets,"  which  probably  only  regular  bowlers 
understand.  Jim  and  Theresa  Collingwood  are  the  co-chairs 
of  this  event. 

Holiday  events.  For  both  the  Thanksgiving  and  Christ- 
mas holidays,  Kiwanis  buys  turkeys,  potatoes  and  onions  for 
local  food  pantries.  We  are  also  preparing  shoebox  holiday 
gift  packages  to  be  collected  and  shipped  to  poor  children  in 
Africa.  This  project  is  part  of  "Operation  Christmas  Child" 
and  is  new  for  our  Kiwanis  Club  this  year. 

The  annual  Kiwanis  Christmas  Party  is  scheduled  in 
our  meeting  room  at  Limey's  Restaurant  on  Tuesday,  Dec. 
19,  with  appetizers  at  6pm  and  dinner  at  7. 

Watch  for  the  gourmet  nuts  to  go  on  sale  before  the 
holidays.  These  three-plus-pound  cans  sell  for  only  $20  and 
are  a  great  buy.  You  can  buy  them  from  members  or  around 
town  at  a  few  business  sites. 

Truck  raffle.  Our  annual  scholarship  truck  raffle  gets 
underway  later  this  fall.  The  chances  are  $50  each  and  the 
drawing  is  held  on  Valentine's  Night  at  Limey's  Restaurant. 
The  proceeds  from  this  project  go  directly  to  our  scholarship 
endowment  fund.  — Richard  L.  Goodwin 

The  Sheffield  Kiwanis  meets  Tuesdays  at  7:00pm  at  Limey's 
Restaurant. 


SPECIAL  TOWN  MEETING 


Monday,  Dec.  4,  7pm,  at 

Mt.  Everett  High  School 

(Be  sure  you  are  registered  to  vote) 


CARL  VAN  DEUSEN 

ELECTRICIAN  -  MA  LIC.  #36403E 

HEATING /AIR  CONDITIONING 

MA  LIC.  #BU024769  /  CT  LIC.  #353948 

OVER  30  YEARS  EXPERIENCE  IN  THE  TRADES 

ZENEX  CENTRAL  VACUUM  SYSTEMS 

AUTHORIZED  DISTRIBUTOR  -  SALES,  SERVICE, 

INSTALLATION 

PHONE:  413-229-8624 


105  Main  Street,  Sheffield,  MA  (413)  229-5941 

IT'S  A  STORE,  IT'S  A  GALLERY,  IT'S  A  WAY  TO 
SUPPORT  LOCAL  ART,  MUSIC,  CRAFTS  ALL  UN- 
DER ONE  ROOF. 

COME  SEE  WHAT  YOUR  NEIGHBORS  ARE  UP  TO! 

Hours:  Friday  12-5:30,  Saturday  10-4 
Sunday  12-4,  Monday  10-4 
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HISTORICAL  SOCIETY  EVENTS 

Festival  of  Trees.  The  8th  Annual  Festival  of  Trees  will  be  held 
in  the  Stone  Store  on  the  Green  in  Sheffield  beginning  Sat., 
Nov.  11.  Once  again,  the  Store  will  turn  into  a  holiday  showcase 
featuring  miniature  trees  decorated  by  members  and  friends 
of  SHS.  For  the  first  time,  the  Festival  will  feature  original 
centerpieces  and  artificial  wreaths  available  in  November,  and 
fresh  wreaths  can  be  made  to  order  for  delivery  at  the  beginning 
of  December. 

This  year's  limited-edition  holiday  ornament,  hand-painted 
in  Austria,  portrays  the  Sheffield  Elm.  A  limited  number  of  the 
series  from  years  past  will  also  be  for  sale. 

Also  on  hand  are  many  gift  items,  including  quilts,  floor- 
cloths, baskets,  Shaker  boxes,  handbags  and  jewelry  made  by 
local  artisans.  Raffles  will  be  held  for  several  items,  includ- 
ing another  handsome  holiday  lap  quilt  created  by  Society 
member  Doreen  Atwood,  and  there  will  be  a  holiday  tag  sale 
upstairs  as  well. 

Come,  get  in  the  mood  for  the  holidays,  and  join  us  for 
some  holiday  cheer! 

DuBois  talk.  At  the  November  monthly  meeting,  Roselle 
Chartock  will  give  a  talk  with  slides/'W.E.B.  Du  Bois:  From 
Birthplace  To  Burial  Site,"  based  on  her  January  2006  trip  to 
Ghana  to  establish  a  connection  between  the  birthplace  of 
W.E.B.  DuBois  (and  the  newly  established  DuBois  Center  in 
Great  Barrington)  and  his  burial  site  in  Accra,  Ghana.  The  talk 
will  focus  on  the  first  part  of  DuBois's  life  in  Great  Barrington 
and  his  final  years  in  Ghana,  where  he  died  in  1963  at  the  age 
of  95,  along  with  recent  projects  that  are  helping  to  preserve 
DuBois's  legacy  in  his  hometown. 

Dr.  Chartock  is  a  professor  of  education  at  the  Massachu- 
setts College  of  Liberal  Arts  in  North  Adams,  MA.  She  cur- 
rently serves  on  the  board  of  the  Du  Bois  Center  of  American 
History  in  Great  Barrington  and  is  the  curriculum  consultant 
for  an  NEH  project  on  African  American  Biography  in  Berk- 
shire County. 

The  talk,  which  is  sponsored  jointly  by  SHS  and  the 
Great  Barrington  Historical  Society,  will  be  on  Fri.,  Nov.  10,  at 
7:30pm  at  Dewey  Memorial  Hall. 


DE  VRIES  BUILDING  SUPPLY  INC. 

21  BERKSHIRE  SCHOOL  ROAD      SHEFFIELD,  MA 


Lumber 

Garden  Supplies 

Domestic 

&  Livestock  Feed 


Masonry 
Paint 

Insulation 
Hardware 


Whether  you're  a  contractor  or  doing  the  job  yourself 
you'll  find  what  you  need  at  De  Vries. 

41  3-229-8777    41  3-229-8820  FAX 


Monthly  meeting.  The  program  for  the  December  month- 
ly meeting  on  Fri.,  Dec.  8,  at  7:30pm  at  Dewey  Memorial  Hall 
is  to  be  announced. 

Baseball  tales.  On  Jan.  15  at  1pm,  SHS  and  the  Bushnell- 
Sage  Library  will  present  a  family-oriented  program  titled  "The 
Freedom  of  Baseball,"  to  celebrate  Martin  Luther  King  Day. 
Have  you  heard  about  the  African  American  baseball  teams 
the  Albany  Bachelors  or  the  Sheffield  Feathertalesi'  Baseball 
has  proven  a  stepping  stone  to  thousands  of  people  since  its 
development  in  the  mid- 1800s.  Bring  the  whole  family,  dress 
appropriately  if  you  like  and  bring  along  your  favorite  baseball 
memorabilia  to  share  with  others.  The  program  is  free  and 
open  to  the  public. 

These  programs  and  the  exhibition  are  made  possible,  in  part,  by 
support  from  the  Massachusetts  Cultural  Council.  Tlie  Sheffield 
Historical  Society  is  located  on  Route  7  in  the  center  oj Sheffield. 
Tin'  Old  Stone  Store  is  also  located  on  Route  7,  on  the  Green  in 
Sheffield.  Hours  are  Saturdays  from  10am-2pm,  Sundays  11am- 
3pm,  and  by  appointment.  Tours  oj  the  Dan  Raymond  House 
are  available  Tl)ursday  through  Saturday  11  am -4pm;  Admis- 
sion jee.  T\k  Mark  Dewey  Research  Center  is  open  Monday 
and  Friday,  l:30-4pm  and  by  appointment.  For  more  informa- 
tion, contact  Sheffield  Historical  Society,  159-161  Main  Street, 
PO  Box  747,  Sheffield,  MA  01257,  413-229-2694  or  email 
shs@sheffieldhistory.org. 


BARTHOLOMEW'S  COBBLE  EVENT 

7th  Annual  N W  Connecticut  waterfowl  census. 

Travel  with  experienced  birders  to  several  lakes  in  NW 
Connecticut  and  learn  about  our  migratory  waterfowl. 
Dress  warmly.  Please  call  in  advance.  Free  to  all.  Sat.,  Nov. 
I  l,9am-2pm. 


BUY  LOCAL!  Our  advertisers  are  local  businesses.  Let  them  know 
you  read  about  them  in  the  Sheffield  Times. 


sillk's  variety 


Beer/wine/spirits 
and  much  morel! 


107  <Moin  Street 
Sheffield,  <MA 
4-13.Z23.870Z 
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BUSINESS  BRIEFS 

New  direction  for  the  Sheffield  Inn 

If  town  approvals  are  granted,  the  Sheffield  Inn  will  become 
the  Sheffield  Inn  Residence,  a  residence  for  retired  adults,  in 
2007.  The  new  facility  will  offer  those  who  want  to  maintain  a 
high  standard  of  independent  living  the  convenience  of  gourmet 
meals,  housekeeping/linen  service,  transportation  and  the  secu- 
rity of  staff  on  premises  24  hours  a  day.  Initially,  there  would  be 
room  for  six  residents. 

The  Sheffield  Inn,  historically  known  as  Orchard  Shade, 
has  long  enjoyed  hosting  summer  travelers  to  the  Berkshires 
from  all  corners  of  the  world.  Since  it  opened  in  1858,  the 
property  has  changed  from  boarding  house  to  guest  house  to 
bed  and  breakfast  to  inn. 

Gail  Ullman,  the  proprietor,  points  out  that  Sheffield  offers 
seniors  a  great  location,  with  all  its  cultural  opportunities,  his- 
torical significance  and  abundance  of  natural  beauty.  Plus,  she 
savs.'the  Sheffield  Inn  is  located  just  a  few  hundred  yards  from 
the  center  of  town.  It's  an  easy  walk  to  churches,  banks  and  post 
office." 

Grace  Arzt,  a  longtime  Sheffield  resident  whose  family 
once  ran  Orchard  Shade  as  a  boarding  house  and  who  recently 
moved  to  Devonshire  Estates  in  Lenox,  thinks  the  transforma- 
tion is  a  wonderful  idea.  "I'm  sorry  I  didn't  have  the  option  to 
remain  in  Sheffield  when  I  made  my  decision  to  move  for  a 
simpler  lifestyle,"  she  says. 

Alternative  housing  solutions  for  seniors  such  as  a  senior 
residence  were  goals  espoused  by  Sheffield's  Master  Plan,  whose 


implementation  is  currently  being  studied  by  the  town.  Before 
the  Sheffield  Inn's  conversion  can  take  place,  Sheffield's  zoning 
by-laws  must  be  amended,  since  a  boarding  house  (technically 
what  the  residence  would  be)  is  not  currently  a  use  permitted 
in  Sheffield.  Town  voters  will  be  asked  to  vote  on  permitting 
this  use  by  special  permit  in  the  Village  Center  District  at  the 
Special  Town  Meeting  Dec.  4.  (For  more  on  that  meeting,  see 
page  1.) 

Enchanted  Florist  holiday  open  house 

Every  holiday  season,  Jude  Kent  and  Barbara  Morgan 
host  an  open  house  at  their  studio  in  Ashley  Falls.  This  year 
it's  on  Sat,,  Dec.  2,  from  10am  to  5pm  and  Sun.,  Dec.  3,  from 
10am  to  4pm. 

Many  of  their  pieces  are  entirely  "Berkshire  grown,"  crafted 
from  their  own  home-grown  flowers  and  wildflowers,  grasses, 
pinecones,  moss,  vines  and  berries  they  have  harvested  and  dried. 

This  year's  open  house  will  also  showcase  Tamarack  Garlow's 
rustic  furniture,  Jake  Kent's  sterling  silver  wrapped  jewelry  and 
Clinton  Smith's  blown  glass. 

The  ladies  invite  all  to  stop  by  for  complimentary  hot  spiced 
cider,  homemade  cookies  and  holiday  cheer. 

Orders  for  fresh  centerpieces,  kissing  balls,  wreaths,  swags, 
and  other  items  can  be  placed  at  any  time  during  the  holiday  sea- 
son. They  will  also  be  holding  a  workshop  on  making  a  boxwood 
kissing  ball  before  the  holidays,  one  of  several  workshops  planned 
this  winter. 


Holiday  Open  House 
at 

The  Incfianted  jCorist 

Saturday  Dec.  2,  10-5  a  Sunday  Dec.  3,  10-4 

Scented  Cinnamon  Bundles 

Handcrafted  Bird's  Nests  Adorned  with  Berries 

and  Dried  Flowers 

Pinecone  Birdfeeders  and  Bird  Lovers'  Wreaths 

Dried  Holiday  Arrangements  and  Wreaths 

French  Arrangements 

Fragrant  Pepperberry  and  Eucalyptus  Swags 

Large  Selection  of  Fresh  and  Dried  Flowers 

Country  Kitchen  Swags  and  Flower  Ropes 

Scented  Garlands 

Holiday  Potpourri 

Swags  and  Wall  Pockets 

Rustic  Pieces  by  Tamarack  Garlow 

Sterling  Silver  Wrapped  Jewelry  by  Jakob  Kent 

Blown  Glass  Pieces  by  Clinton  Smith 

Sign  up  for  our  Holiday  Wreath  Making  Workshop 

Special  Orders  taken  for  Holiday 
Centerpieces  &  Arrangements 

935  Ashley  Falls  Rd.  (Rt  7A) 

Ashley  Falls,  MA,  413-229-8430 

(In  the  New  Barn  Studio  at  the  Back  of  the  Driveway!) 

Visit  our  Website:  enchanted-florist.net 

Look  for  the  Balloons  and  Holiday  Flag 

Complimentary  Hot  Cider  &  Homemade  Cookies 

Jude  Kent  &  Barbara  Morgan 


Master  License  Fully  Insured 

#A9383  30  Years  Experience 


Joe  Seward 
&  Sons,  Inc. 

ELECTRICAL  CONTRACTING 

-Residential  -Commercial 
-Industrial 


New  Construction 
Landscape  Lighting 
Renovations 
Modular  Homes 

41 3-229-2561 
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SAVING  AN  ICONIC  LANDSCAPE 


Less  than  a  month  after  the  Sheffield  Land 
Trust  obtained  the  Agricultural  Preser- 
vation Restriction  on  the  52-acre  Cold 
Spring  Farm  on  Hewins  St. — the  cover 
story  of  the  last  issue  of  The  Sheffield 
Times  and  an  important  success  story  for 
Sheffield  and  the  Land  Trust — another 
significant  Sheffield  property  has  come 
into  play.  It's  the  Rote  property  on  Shef- 
field-Egremont  Rd. 

This  parcel,  while  small,  is  surrounded 
by  Maple  Shade  Farm,  and  is  part  of  one 
of  the  most  iconic  landscapes  in  the  region. 
Looking  out  from  the  junction  of  Lime 
Kiln  and  Sheffield-Egremont  roads,  by  the 
sign  for  the  Sheffield  Gun  Club,  you  are 
transported  in  time.  There  are  no  power 
lines  to  remind  you  of  the  21st  century. 
The  winding  dirt  road  draws  your  eye 
through  the  rolling  fields  to  the  blue- 
green  mass  of  Mt.  Everett  and  the  Taconic 
mountain  range. 

When  you  describe  the  location, 
people  familiar  with  the  Southern  Berk- 
shires  immediately  light  up.  They  know 
the  sock-you-in-the-eye  beauty  of  the 
place.  It  draws  artists,  bicyclists,  dog  walk- 
ers and  sunset  watchers  in  all  seasons, 
locals  and  visitors  alike.  Those  who  drive 
along  the  Sheffield-Egremont  Rd.  in  their 
daily  routine  look  forward  to  the  capti- 
vating picture.  In  the  fall,  the  immense 
expanse  of  green  is  backed  with  mountains 
ablaze  in  color.  In  summer,  rolls  or  bales 
of  hay  provide  geometric  forms  before  the 
dramatic  organic  silhouette  of  mountains 
against  the  sky.  At  dusk,  the  view  might 
be  streaked  with  pink  and  orange  clouds, 
with  mist  rolling  off  the  brook  and  a  flock 
of  geese  flying  overhead.  You  might  wit- 
ness a  doe  and  her  twins  gracefully  loping 
across  the  fields  to  the  brook  and  wetland 
beyond,  the  white  flags  of  their  tails  track- 
ing their  progress. 

It's  no  surprise  that  this  area  has 
been  highlighted  more  than  most  places 
in  Sheffield  on  the  "Places  of  the  Heart" 
map  and  is  recognized  as  a  key  area  of 
importance  in  multiple  Land  Trust,  town 
and  state  plans  and  inventories  because  of 
its  agricultural  soils,  wildlife  habitat  and 
beauty. 

Scott  and  Angel  Rote  purchased  11.5 
acres  from  the  surrounding  farm  when 
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that  farm  family  had  to  sell  because  one 
of  the  owners  required  long-term  care. 
(Under  the  law,  if  an  individual  requiring 
long-term  care  has  any  assets,  they  must 
be  sold  to  pay  for  care.) 

The  Rotes  built  their  home  on  two 
acres  near  the  woods  at  the  south  end  of 
the  property,  but  kept  the  rest  of  their  land 
in  agriculture  under  the  state's  Chapter 
61 A  agricultural  assessment  program, 
which  encourages  people  to  keep  land  in 
farming  by  letting  it  be  assessed  as  agri- 
cultural land  rather  than  at  its  maximum 
value  for  development. 

Last  summer,  to  better  understand 
what  their  options  were  for  the  land  and 
looking  to  the  future,  the  Rotes  had  perc 
tests  done.  Almost  as  soon  as  the  pink 
flags  demarcating  the  test  sites  had  been 
put  out,  complete  strangers  were  knocking 
on  their  door  with  offers  to  buy  lots  for 
building  houses. 

The  initial  sale  was  scheduled  for  an 
October  31  closing,  but  thanks  to  the  land 
being  in  the  agricultural  program,  there 
is  another  option  for  this  land  if  we  act 
quickly — conservation.  The  community 
has  an  opportunity  to  pursue  an  APR  on 
this  and  the  surrounding  farmland,  which 
would  preserve  this  critical  agricultural 
and  scenic  resource  forever. 

The  first  step  is  to  protect  the  Rotes' 
seven  remaining  agricultural  acres.  This 
land  runs  along  Sheffield-Egremont  Rd. 
between  the  Rotes'  house  at  the  south  side 
of  the  fields  and  Lime  Kiln  Rd.,  right  in 
the  middle  of  the  productive  fields  and 
the  spectacular  view.  (In  addition  to  their 
house's  parcel,  the  Rotes  are  keeping  2.5 
forested  acres  south  of  their  house — not 
part  of  the  fields  or  the  view  —  for  their 
children.)  Though  the  land  in  jeopardy  is 
a  small  parcel,  it  could  hold  several  houses 
according  to  current  Sheffield  zoning,  and 
even  a  couple  of  additional  houses  along 
the  road  would  fragment  the  crop  land  and 
spoil  the  historic  vista. 

The  state  APR  program  is  designed 
to  protect  farmland  from  development  by 
allowing  landowners  to  get  the  equity  out 
of  their  land  without  having  to  actually 
sell  it.  This  is  done  by  paying  for  the  value 
of  the  development  rights  (the  difference 
between  the  land's  value  for  development 


and  its  value  for  agriculture),  and  the  state 
has  set  a  cap  on  how  much  it  will  pay  per 
acre.  For  any  APR,  the  state  requires  a  "lo- 
cal contribution,"  typical  20  percent  of  the 
total  value  of  the  APR  as  determined  by 
an  appraisal.  In  the  case  of  the  Rote  land, 
the  views  make  the  land  values  so  high 
that  the  APR  program  will  provide  less 
than  80  percent  of  the  total  value. 

But  the  community  can  leverage  the 
state  money  by  raising  the  remainder. 
The  Land  Trust,  as  it  has  done  in  many 
instances  in  the  past,  raises  the  "local 
contribution"  and  acts  as  facilitator  in  the 
transaction,  often  providing  bridge  financ- 
ing until  money  has  been  raised  and  state 
money  is  actually  available. 

Because  the  Rotes  will  be  forego- 
ing pending  sales  on  the  initial  two 
builing  lots  that  would  have  brought  in 
almost  $200,000  this  year  and  more  than 
$300,000  next  year,  the  Land  Trust  needs 
to  match  what  the  first  sale  would  have 
brought  in  and  provide  a  contract  specify- 
ing a  schedule  for  payment  of  the  rest  of 
the  APR  value  by  the  end  of  the  year. 

Because  of  the  importance  of  this 
APR,  the  Land  Trust  has  been  able  to 
secure  a  $200,000  loan  from  the  Berkshire 
Natural  Resources  Council  for  the  initial 
payment.  The  Land  Trust  now  needs  to 
collateralize  that  loan  by  finding  one  or 
two  individuals  or  organizations  to  put 
up  existing  assets  as  security,  in  addition 
to  raising  the  actual  funds  for  the  local 
contribution.  That  local  contribution  is 
an  investment  in  protecting  a  much  larger 
landscape  and  an  irreplaceable  piece  of  our 
heritage. 

Anyone  interested  in  contributing  to 
preserve  this  incomparable  Sheffield  land- 
scape can  send  donations  to  the  Sheffield 
Land  Trust,  P.O.  Box  940,  Sheffield  MA 
01257.  Mark  that  it  is  for  the  Rote/Maple 
Shade  Farm  project. 

One  of  many  Sheffield  farms  saved 

The  Rote  property  is  the  latest  of  the 
hundreds  of  acres  of  Sheffield  farmland 
that  the  APR  program  and  Sheffield  Land 
Trust  work  together  to  protect.  The  last 
success  story  came  only  a  few  weeks  prior. 
On  Sept.  15,  after  a  whirlwind  fundraising 
Continued  on  pave  25 
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campaign  and  with  a  heft)-  additional  loan, 
the  Sheffield  Land  Trust  stood  in  for  the 
state  and  pre-aequired  an  APR  on  Cold 
Spring  Farm,  also  known  as  the  Griffiths 
property,  on  Hewins  St.  (Because  of  the 
popularity  of  the  APR  program,  there  are 
tvpicallv  more  APRs  approved  than  fund- 
ing for  any  given  year.  When  necessary,  the 
Land  Trust  can  step  in  to  bridge  the  gap 
before  the  state  funds  are  available,  which 
can  take  up  to  three  years.) 

Jim  and  June  Wolfe  purchased  the 
land  and  farmhouse  to  run  it  as  a  diver- 
sified organic  farm.  To  provide  a  large 
enough  living  space  for  their  family,  they 
erected  a  yurt  behind  the  historic  old 
farmhouse — not  large  enough  for  their 
six-member  family — until  they  can  build  a 
new,  larger  house  (see  page  10). 

The  Cold  Spring  Farm  APR  was  the 
culmination  of  three  years  of  work.  The 
land  is  a  key  portion  of  the  Land  Trust's 
Housatonic  River  Agricultural  and  Eco- 
logical Corridor,  which  runs  on  both  sides 
of  the  river  from  the  Connecticut  border 
to  the  Land  Trust's  Rob's  Landing  proper- 
ty on  the  Great  Barrington  town  line.  This 


APR  not  only  prevents  fragmentation  of 
farmland  and  wildlife  habitat,  but  also 
provides  a  local  farm  family  with  the  op- 
portunity to  stay  in  the  area  and  expand  its 
farm  operation.  With  the  Wolfes'  planned 
farm  stand  and  eventual  Community 
Supported  Agriculture  operation,  they  will 
provide  locally  produced  food  and  support 
the  regions  agricultural  economy. 

Pulling  off  the  deal  required  a  lot  of 
hard  work  and  negotiating  by  Land  Trust 
staff  and  volunteers  and  partnership  with 
all  the  families  and  organizations  involved. 
The  Land  Trust  and  the  Wolfes  worked 
with  two  lenders,  the  Open  Space  Insti- 
tute and  Salisbury  Bank  and  Trust,  to 
secure  the  bridge  loans  needed  until  state 
funds  eventually  come  through.  The  Land 
Trust  borrowed  $610,000  from  the  Open 
Space  Institute,  using  the  APR  and  land 
as  collateral.  The  institute,  based  in  New 
York,  has  a  conservation  loan  program  to 
provide  short-term,  low-interest  bridge 
loans  to  non-profit  conservation  organiza- 
tions working  to  protect  working  and  bio- 
logically important  landscapes  in  western 
Massachusetts.  This  loan  was  one  of  five 
made  since  the  program's  inception  in  the 
summer  of  2005. 


The  Land  Trust  has  raised  over 
$200,000  in  contributions  and  pledges  to- 
ward the  total  $318,000  cost  of  the  proj- 
ect. Anyone  interested  in  contributing 
can  send  donations  to  the  Sheffield  Land 
Trust,  P.O.  Box  940,  Sheffield  MA  01257, 
note  that  it  is  for  the  Griffiths/Housatonic 
River  Corridor  project. 

Late  breaking  news.  The  APR  on 
the  Egerton  farm  off  Rte  7  (opposite  the 
Sunrise  Diner),  has  unexpectedly  moved 
up  the  State's  waiting  list  and  is  anticipated 
to  be  completed  by  the  end  of  the  year! 

This  property  is  over  seventy  acres 
of  productive  fields  and  forested  wildlife 
habitat  and  floodplain  spanning  the  whole 
distance  between  the  road  and  the  Housa- 
tonic River.  It  is  the  immediate  viewshed 
as  people  come  around  the  curve  by  the 
junction  of  Rte  7  and  7  A,  with  June  and 
East  Mountains  in  the  background. 

While  the  family  and  Land  Trust  had 
not  expected  the  APR  to  close  for  a  couple 
of  more  years  this  is  a  welcome  change  in 
timeframe.  Anyone  interested  in  contrib- 
uting can  send  donations  to  the  Sheffield 
Land  Trust,  P.O.  Box  940,  Sheffield  MA 
01257,  note  that  it  is  for  the  Egerton  APR . 

— Kathy  Orlando 


STAVELEIGH 
HOUSE 

Bed  &  Breakfast 


Do  you  have  friends  and  family  coming 
for  the  holidays? 

Book  them  stay  at  the  Staveleigh  House  and  enjoy 

our  Fall  Special:  Stay  2  nights  and  get  the  3rd  night 

free.  Wake  up  in  our  cozy  inn  and  enjoy! 

Some  fall  breakfast  selections: 

•  Brown  butter  apple  cakes  with  currants  topped 
with  Sheffield  maple  syrup. 

•  Apple  cheddar  quiche  served  with  herb  roasted 
potatoes. 

•  Omelets  made  with  carmelized  Vidalia  onion 
and  roasted  red  peppers,  baked  ham  and  smoked 
Gouda 

•  All  serrved  with  piping  hot  coffee,  herb  teas, 
fresh  fruit,  and  warm  breads. 

59  Main  Street      Sheffield,  MA  01257 
413-229-2129         www.staveleigh.com 


ISG00D  REALTY 


490  MAIN  STREET 

GREAT  BARRINGTON,  MA  01230 

BUS:  (413)  528-2040 

FAX:  (413)  528-6516 

RES:  (413)  229-8829 

isgood@vgernet.net 


ANN  MORELLI  SMITH 
SALES  ASSOCIATE 


Financial 
Freedom 

THE  REVERSE  MORTGAGE  SPECIALIST  ® 

mmiiimmmmmmmim  a  subsidiary  of 

IndymacBank 


Jessica  Krupski 

Reverse  Mortgage  Specialist 

Sheffield,  MA 

JKrupski@financialfreedom.com 

413-229-9908  Direct 

800-860-6983  Toll  Free 

413-229-2210  Fax 


10713  Birmingham  Way 

Woodstock,  Maryland  2 1  1 63 

www.ftnancialfreedom.com 
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REAL  ESTATE  TRANSFERS 


AUGUST 

17  Barbara  E.  Delmolino  to  Kenneth  Richard 
Lawton,  property  at  West  Rd.,  $80,000. 

1 8  Adam  J.  &  Allison  B.  Steinberg  to  Michael  T 
Chatham,  property  at  9  Cactus  St., 
$290,000. 

1 8  Diane  E.  Dattolo  to  Jonathan  W.  &  Nichole  C. 

Dupont  LeBlanc,  property  at  1469  Ashley  Falls 

Rd.,$  1 96,000. 
25  Cindy  A.Wolfe  to  Carolina  Kaiser  &  Jonathan  P. 

LaGrant,  property  at  22  Kellogg  Rd., 

$198,000. 

SEPTEMBER 

5     Hulett  Hill  Rd.,  LLC  to  Alexander  Papachristou, 

property  at  Hulett  Hill  Rd.,  $90,000. 
7     James  H.  &  June  D.Wolfe  to  Walter  D.  Ill  & 

Laurene  Hewins,  property  at  Polikoff  Rd., 

$70,000. 
15  James  H.  &  June  D.Wolfe  to  Deborah  A.  Kelley, 

property  at  22 1  Polikoff  Rd.,  $335,000. 
1 5  Donald  A.  Cesario  &  Robert  R.  Stinson  to  Todd 


A.  &  Carrie  R.  Mack,  property  at  28  South 

Main  St.,  $455,000. 
1 5  Gail  F.August, Janet  G.  Stanton  &  Susan  S. 

Telensky,Agricultural  Preservation  Restriction 

to  Sheffield  Land  Trust,  Inc.,  property  at  Hewins 

St.,  $820,000. 
15  Susan  S.Telensky,  Janet  G.  Stanton  &  Gail  F. 

August  to  James  H.  &  June  D.Wolfe,  property  at 

944  Hewins  St.,  $359,000. 
22  Scott  Seger  to  Kenneth  P.  &  Kelly  A.  Baxter  Spitz, 

property  at  35  West  Rd.,  $290,000. 

25  Jonathan  Ingham,  Christopher  &  Tyler  Weld  to 
David  M.  Goldman  &  Mark  A.  Schaffer,  property 
at  I  1 6  Soda  Springs  Lane,  $  1 ,600,000. 

26  Richard  A.  Howden  to  Bruce  M.  Howden, 
property  at  Rannapo  Rd.,  $90,000. 

28  Bruce  M.  Howden  to  Patrick  &  Donna 
Annunziata,  property  at  Rannapo  Rd., 
$370,000. 

29  Green  River  Works,  Ltd.,  to  Maurica  L.  &  Jay  A. 
Feldman,  property  at  Boardman  St.,  transfer. 


127  days  to 
mud  season. 

"Stop  dragging  mud  into  the  house!"  You  hear  it  every  spring.  And  she's  right  (as  usual). 
You  can  solve  the  problem  with  a  new,  beautiful,  smooth  driveway  and  also  add  great  value  to 
your  home,  wre  know  you'll  like  that.  Imagine  never  seeing  tracks  in  the  house  again,  wouldn't 
that  be  a  beautiful  spring. 

Quality  Asphalt  Paving  for  Your  Home  and  Business 

.  METCALF 

Please  call  us  at  413-243-3388  for  a  free  site  visit  and  estimate. 
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Calendar  Page 


Arts  Center,  p.  6 


November 

9     Henry  V  performance.  7pm.  Consolati 
Du  BoisTalk.  7:30pm,  Dewey  Hali,  p.  22 
VETERANS*  DAY 

Festival  of  Trees  opens.  Old  Stone  Store,  p.  22 
7th  Annual  NW  Connecticut  Waterfowl  Census,  9am-2pm, 
Bartholomew's  Cobble,  p.  22 

Book  Talk  with  Francine  Segan,  2pm,  Bushnell-Sage  Library,  p.  14 
Henry  V  performance,  7pm,  Consolati  Performing  Arts  Center,  p.  6 
Benefit  for  Candee  Family,  7pm-midnight,  Egremont  Country  Club, 
p.  1 1 

1 8  Book  Talk  with  Sonya  Hamlin,  Bushnell-Sage  Library,  p.  14 

1 8  Musical  Fundraiser,  7:30pm,  Dewey  Hall,  p.  7 

23  THANKSGIVING 

23  Thanksgiving  Day  worship,  1 0am,  Christ  Church  Episcopal,  p.  1 3 
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December 

2     Holiday  Open  House,  1 0am-5pm.  Enchanted  Florist,  p.  23 
Ashley  Falls  tree  lighting,  4pm,  p.  3 
Holiday  Open  House,  1 0am-4pm,  Enchanted  Florist,  p.  23 
Sheffield  tree  lighting.  6:30pm,  p.  3 

Special  Town  Meeting,  7pm,  Mt,  Everett  High  School,  p.  1 9 
Magician  Debbie  OCarrol,  I -3pm,  Bushnell-Sage  Library,  p.  14 
Sheffield  Historical  Society  monthly  meeting,  7:30pm,  Dewey  Hall, 
p.  22 

Berkshire  Children's  Chorus  Holiday  concert,  7pm, Trinity 
Episcopal  Church,  Lenox,  p.  3 

bl  3  TAIZE  workshop.  7pm,  Christ  Church  Episcopal,  p.  1 3 
15  SHEFFIELDTIMES  DEADLINE 
15  HANUKKAH  begins  at  sundown 

Holiday  Bake  Sale,  I0am-3pm,  Christ  Church  Episcopal,  p.  5 
Kiwanis  Christmas  party,  6pm.  Limey's  Restaurant,  p.  2 1 
CHRISTMAS 
KWANZAA  begins 


2 
3 
3 
4 
5 
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15 
16 
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25 
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SENIOR  CENTER  CALENDAR 
The  Senior  Center  will  be  closed  Nov.  24,  the  Friday  following 
Thanksgiving  as  well  as  Thanksgiving.  Meals  on  Wheels  will  be 
delivered,  however. 

Special  free  luncheon.Thursday  Nov.  30,  12  noon  at  Dewey  Hall. 
Dec.  1 2,Tues.:  Christmas  luncheon  and  concert  at  the  High 
School. 

The  Senior  Center  will  be  closed  Friday,  Dec.  22,  though  Meals  on 
Wheels  will  be  delivered  on  that  day,  and  on  Christmas  Day,  Mon. 
Dec.  25. 
Senior  Center  will  be  closed  Fridays  in  December. 


ONGOING  CALENDAR  ITEMS 

Meetings  or  events  that  occur  on  a  less  than  weekly  basis  are  noted 
by  number  -  i.e.  "1st,  "3rd"  indicates  meetings  the  first  and  third  times 
that  day  occurs  in  the  month.   *  indicates  appointment  needed. 

Mondays: 

Food  Assistance  Program,  Old  Parish  Church,  9-1 0:30am 

Board  of  Selectmen,  Town  Hall,  7pm,  1st,  3rd 

Board  of  Health,  Town  Hall,  7pm,  2nd 

Meals  on  Wheels,  Mon-Fri,  except  holidays 

Foot  care  clinic,  Dewey  Hall/Senior  Ctr.,  1st 
Tuesdays: 

Senior  Center  physical  fitness,  9am 

Children's  Story  Hour,  Library,  10am 

Building  Inspector,  Town  Hall,  8am  -  Noon 

Ashley  Falls  Historic  District  Commission,  Town  Hall,  6:30pm,  2nd 

National  Alliance  for  the  Mentally  III  Support  Group,  Fairview  Hos- 
pital Library,  6:30pm,  4th 

Planning  Board,  Town  Hall,  7:30pm,  1st,  3rd  (except  November) 

Industrial  Development  Commission,  Town  Hall,  7:30pm,  last 

Kiwanis  Club,  Limey's  Restaurant,  6:30pm 
Thursdays: 

Senior  Center  physical  fitness,  9am 

Parent-Child  Playgroup,  Greenwoods  Community  Church,   9:30- 
11:30am 

Building  Inspector,  Town  Hall,  5-7pm 

*Blood  Pressure  Clinic,  Dewey  Hall/Senior  Center,  9am-12pm,  2nd 

'Hearing  Testing  available,  Senior  Center,  3rd 

Conservation  Commission,  Town  Hall,  7pm,  2nd,  4th 
Saturdays: 

Saturday  Market,  Dewey  Hall,  9:30am-  1pm  (except  11/25,  12/23 
&30) 

Indoor  Market,  American  Legion,  10am-3pm  (except  11/25, 12/2) 

Contra  Dancing,  Sheffield  Grange,  Rte  7,  8:30pm,  4th 
Sundays: 

Men's  Group,  Old  Parish,  7:45am,  2nd 


See  also:      Cobble,  p.  25;  Historical  Society,  p.  24; 
Kiwanis,  p.  23. 


PLEASE  SUPPORT  THE  SHEFFIELDTIMES! 

/  want  to  support  the  Sheffield  Times!  Enclosed  is  my  tax-deductible  donation  of 


,  made  payable  to 


the  Sheffield  Association,  PO  Box  1339,  Sheffield,  MA  01 257 


Name: 


(as  you  would  like  it  to  appear  in  acknowledgments) 


Address: 


(where  you  would  like  the  Sheffield  Times  sent) 
O  I'd  like  my  contribution  to  remain  anonymous 
Q  /  am  particularly  interested  in  or  have  experience  with 


D  I'd  like  to  get  more  involved  with  the  Sheffield  Times 


The  Sheffield  Times  is  provided  free  of  charge  at  public  distribution  sites  throughout  Sheffield  and  Ashley  Falls.  Everyone  who  makes  a 
donation  will  receive  a  copy  by  mail,  so  please  note  on  this  form  if  you  do  not  want  it  sent  to  you  and  we  won't  add  to  your  recycling  pile! 
Donations  are  tax-deductible  through  a  partnership  with  Berkshire  Taconic  Community  Foundation. 
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DONT  FOR&ET! 

|  SPECIAL  TOWN  MEETING  | 

MONDAY,  DECEMBER  4, 

AT  7PM 

AT  Mt  EVERETT  HIGH  SCHOOL 

Be  sure  you  are  registered  to  vote. 
(Check  with  the  Town  Clerk  if  you  are  unsure.) 

nilllllllllllllllllllllMIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIMIIIIIIIIMIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIHIIIIIIIIMIHIIMIMIIMMIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIMHIIIIIIIIMIIIIinillllllllllllllllMlllf 


Sheffield 
TIMES 

Community  Newsletter  tor 

Sheffield  ek  Ashley  Falls,  MA 

P.O.Box  1339 

Sheffield,  MA  01257 

sheffieldtimes@hotmail.eom 
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